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I. About RULAAC
Rule of Law and Accountability Advocacy Centre (RULAAC) is a nonproﬁt, independent national human rights advocacy organization,
registered in Nigeria with headquarters in Lagos. RULAAC is focused
on promoting law enforcement accountability, transparent and
responsible policing, respect for human rights and rule of law.
RULAAC implements its mandate through monitoring, investigation,
research, documentation, publication, advocacy, networking with other
civil society organizations and engagement with relevant government
justice institutions in advancing police reform. RULAAC assists
victims of human rights violations to seek and secure justice. RULAAC
has participated in the review of criminal justice legislations including
the recently passed Police Act 2020 as well as monitoring and
promoting eﬀective implementation of laws and policies aimed at
enhancing eﬀective criminal justice delivery
It has a Board of Trustees and a secretariat in Lagos

Previous activities and publications by RULAAC
1. Assessment of Police Compliance with Administration of Criminal Justice Act in

Anambra State
2. Facilitating a Police Stakeholders Partnership Forum (PSPF) in Anambra State
3. Campaign for justice for Police Oﬃcers attached to the Inspector General of Police-

Intelligence Respond Team murdered by army oﬃcers in Taraba State in 2018?
4. Facilitating Police Stakeholders Roundtable on Police Accountability in Lagos State
5.

I. Preface (or is this better as
Executive Summary?)

B

etween May and November 2020, Rule of
Law and Accountability Advocacy Centre
(RULAAC), with support from Open Society
Justice Initiative (OSJI), carried out monitoring of
police compliance with Inspector General of Police's
Directives to police oﬃcers to minimize arrests and
detention to only serious oﬀences during the Covid19 period. The IGP also directed police oﬃcers to act
professionally and respect the human rights of
Nigerian citizens while enforcing Covid-19
lockdown measures. Although the monitoring
focused especially on 6 selected states: Abia,
Anambra, FCT (Abuja), Kaduna, Lagos and Ogun,
RULAAC received information and dealt with
complaints of serious violations from many other
states.
On May 20, 2020, the IGP also launched the
'Operational Guidelines for the Police and other Law
Enforcement Agencies on COVID-19 prevention
enforcement duties as part of measures to foster a
more harmonious relationship between the police and
members of the public, deepen respect for the rights
of citizens, provide a new set of policing tools for
tackling emerging crimes such as domestic violence,
rape, child molestation and other incidents of genderbased violence (GBV)'.
Reports from the monitoring across the states reveal
that the IGP's directives were more honoured in the
breach than in the observance. Most Police oﬃcers
took advantage of their call to enforce lockdown
measures for self-beneﬁt. In blatant contravention of
the IGP's directives, many police oﬃcers on
enforcement duty carried out arrests, detention and
extortion of money from several alleged oﬀenders for
minor oﬀences. Several cases of police harassment
and extortion at checkpoints, brutality and
extrajudicial killings were documented, many of
which happened in the peak of the lockdown,
between April and early July 2020. We received
reports about many Police cells overﬁlled with

people, including minors, detained for simple
oﬀences or simply for not paying bribe for 'bail'. A
typical case involved one 'notorious' Oﬃcer Tom of
the State CID Owerri, Imo State, who detained a
minor and refused to release him after several weeks
because the boy's father could not provide the
additional money he demanded for 'bail'. He claimed
that the lawyer withheld the initial sum paid by the
poor father. Journalists, medical personnel and other

essential service providers were not exempted from
harassment. Cases of sexual and gender-based
violence increased during the lockdown. The case of
a young widow who was reported to have been
arrested at a police checkpoint in Rivers State for not
wearing a facemask, and later taken to a hotel where
she was raped overnight by the leader of the police
team was not an isolated case. In many cases that
came to our attention, victims also reported being
tortured or subjected to other inhumane and
degrading treatments.
In all the states monitored, alleged oﬀenders were
invited or arrested and locked up over 'bailable'
oﬀences such as misdemeanors – without, as the IGP
directed, putting in place adequate measures to screen
persons to be committed into police custody. Such a
practice had only resulted in congestion of the police
cells and correctional centres. This negated the
eﬀorts of building a system which promotes social
distancing in the COVID-19 period. We also
observed that while government had given
directives for the decongestion of prisons, some
judges and magistrates continued to give orders
remanding persons in custody over minor oﬀences.
In some cases where Correctional Centres rejected
persons ordered to be remanded by the courts or
brought to be kept pending when they were able to

meet their bail conditions, such persons were
returned to police cells, thereby undermining the
IGP's directives to ensure the decongestion of police
cells.

states as well as monitored reports in the media. The
monitors also reported on the availability of
COVID-19 prevention equipment and tools for
police personnel to do their jobs properly.

Again, some states lacked testing laboratories and
isolation centres, whereby detainees in urgent need of
medical attention in those states could not access
healthcare, making them vulnerable and more
exposed to the deadly virus. Law enforcement agents
and other essential service providers in the front lineincluding media and civil society actors- lacked selfprotective gadgets, and were therefore made
vulnerable to infection. Rumors and scare of Covid19 infection prompted some detainees to escape from
some police cells in Abia State in May.

Monitors' access to police stations were restricted
during the lockdown as RULAAC's request for a
letter from the Inspector General of Police
identifying and granting unhindered access to our
monitors to police stations for the purpose of the
monitoring did not receive positive response. This,
for us, is a measure of the extent to which the Nigeria
Police under the current leadership is willing to be
transparent and accountable. Monitors had to rely on
information from persons or relatives of persons
detained in police cells during the period. We also
regularly received complaints from relatives of
persons detained over simple or no oﬀences during
the period. And RULAAC intervened in some cases.

Government also moved to exploit the lockdown as a
cover to further pursue its agenda of further shrinking
the civic space. It made a surreptitious attempt to
hastily muzzle through a legislation ostensibly to
prevent infectious diseases but which contained some
draconian provisions that were inconsistent with the
constitution and sought to grant arbitrary powers to
law enforcement and other state agents to arbitrarily
repress basic democratic freedoms.
It was with a view to ﬁlling the gap in monitoring
police compliance with the IGP's directives that
RULAAC embarked on this project to monitor and
report on police compliance with the IGP's directives,
to document deviations and excesses by law
enforcement agencies and to advocate for appropriate
measures for the decongestion of police cells and
correctional centres during the Covid-19 period and
ensure the safety of people on the frontline including
law enforcement operatives, media practitioners and
civil society actors. RULAAC issued periodic
updates to provide timely feedback to ensure
appropriate actions in cases of violations by law
enforcement agents.
RULAAC trained and engaged monitors drawn from
its network and partner-organizations in 6 selected
states to monitor and send credible and timely reports
on police compliance with the IGP's directives with
regards to minimizing arrests and detention during
the Covid-19 lockdown. It also engaged a
documentation oﬃcer who received reports from the

With the periodic relaxation of the lockdown, our
monitors embarked on visits to police stations to
monitor conditions and levels of compliance. But
where the restrictions on movement remained in
force and posed a challenge to undertaking such
visits, our monitors relied on information from
informal sources including relatives or lawyers to
detained persons and directly from persons detained
and released within the period of the lockdown,
many of whom or their relations frequently called to
inform RULAAC about their cases. Some friendly
police oﬃcers also provided useful information,
anonymously and unoﬃcially.
It became clear early in our monitoring of the
activities of Police and other law enforcement
agencies enforcing compliance with Covid-19
Protocols and restrictions on movement that most of
them had converted their call to duty to an
opportunity to enrich themselves through
harassment, intimidation and extortion of supposed
defaulters. They relegated their enforcement duty to
the background and focused more on extortion of
money to allow oﬀenders move on. Those who
refused to 'cooperate' faced the risk of victimization.
They preferred that people violated the measures so
that they become easy games to prey on. Many of the
law enforcement oﬃcers themselves were not also
complying with the protocols as they did not wear

face masks while on duty nor observed physical
distancing. Some of those at checkpoints were
stopping many vehicles at the same time, forming
clusters and then made sure they collected money
from as many as possible to release them.
RULAAC foresaw and cautioned that the rising
cases of brutality by security agents enforcing
lockdown could trigger public anger and rebellion.
In May, RULAAC issued a statement warning that
there was the likelihood of disruption of public order
should the situation continue.
RULAAC called on the IGP to promptly investigate
incidents of police brutality and other law
enforcement infractions and ensure that the
outcomes of investigations were publicized to
demonstrate and assure Nigerians that the police
hierarchy was not condoning or endorsing abuses
and that they were genuinely committed to
preventing, punishing and ending police brutality.
The statement issued by RULAAC in April read in
part “In the last one week, after the National Human
Rights Commission raised concerns about the high
numbers of killings by law enforcement agents
supposedly enforcing the lockdown…, cases of
killings, particularly by the police have been on the
increase with resultant unacceptable casualties.
“We commend the Inspector-General of Police for
always rising to the occasion in promptly ordering
the arrest of unruly oﬃcers and investigation of acts
of brutality and misconduct. But we need to see the
outcome of these investigations. RULAAC and its
partner-organisations across the country are
monitoring and will keep documenting.'
Again, the IGP deserves commendation for rolling
out directives and guidelines for police oﬃcers on
enforcement duties, but the failure to put in place
internal monitoring mechanism and a speedy,
transparent and eﬀective disciplinary mechanism
to punish and deter infractions made compliance
almost impossible. Reports provided by civil society
organisations like RULAAC which tried to ﬁll the
monitoring gap were also not given attention. The
IGP needs to demonstrate his commitment to
stamping out abuse and corruption by dealing with
cases including the ones contained in this report.
RULAAC calls on the IGP to order investigations
into the cases and actions of police oﬃcers

documented in this report which violate the IGP's
directives and guidelines. Appropriate measures
must be taken to ensure that police oﬃcers not only
enforce laws and regulations with professionalism
and integrity but that they also comply with laws,
directives and protocols. The police is a creation of
the law and must at all times act withing the law.
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Rule of Law and Accountability Advocacy Centre (RULAAC)
implemented the Project 'Monitoring Law Enforcement Action
Within the Framework of COVID-19 Lockdown and Curfew
Enforcement' with support from the Open Society Justice
Initiative (OSJI).
The duration of the Project was from May 30, 2020 to
November 30, 2020.
The project monitored the implementation of the
directive issued by the Inspector General of Police
(IGP) in late May, 2020 to police oﬃcers to minimize
arrests and detention to only major oﬀences. In early
June, 2020, within the period of the monitoring, the
IGP also launched 'Operational Guidelines for the
Police and other Law Enforcement Agencies on
Covid-19 prevention enforcement duties.' The police
said this was 'part of measures to foster a more
harmonious relationship between the Police and
members of the public, deepen respect for the rights
of citizens, provide a new set of policing tools for
tackling emerging crimes such as domestic violence,
rape, child molestation and other incidents of genderbased violence (GBV)'.
Objective
The main objective of this intervention is to generate
data with which to engage the police and law
enforcement authorities on reforms focusing on the
pretrial phase. It assesses the impact of COVID-19
pandemic on criminal justice work in Nigeria. The
monitoring duration is between May 30, 2020 and
November 30, 2020.
The project builds on the synergy developed under
the Justice Initiative/RULAAC supported Police
Stakeholders Partnership Forum (PSPF) in Anambra
State and hopes to extend the platform to ﬁve other
states as a mechanism for holding Nigerian police
personnel to account for rights violations while
growing skills and awareness to ensure prevention
and diminution of such violations.

RULAAC will engage relevant stakeholders,
including police leadership and oversight
institutions on the important task of converting
recommendations into positive action in the ﬁeld.
Methodology
RULAAC identiﬁed, trained and engaged two state
monitors – in six states of the federation – Abia,
Anambra, Federal Capital Territory (Abuja),
Kaduna, Lagos & Ogun - to monitor and report on
the levels of Police compliance with the IGP's
directives and provide information on human rights
violations and congestion of police cells and other
detention facilities during the Covid-19 lockdown.
The monthly reports from the six states feed into
this report. RULAAC published weekly reports and
also took speciﬁc steps to address challenges and
recommendations to the appropriate authorities
including letters to state governors and police
authorities as well as press releases addressing
speciﬁc issues arising in some states. RULAAC
also intervened in some cases and successfully
secured the release of some arrested persons
detained illegally and, in some cases, recovered
some of the bribe extorted from them by the police.
A 2 hours, 30 minutes online Brieﬁng, and Training
on 'Safety for Human Rights Monitors' was
conducted for the identiﬁed state monitors on June
17, 2020. The training was conducted by a
Consultant, Peter Nkanga, Journalist, Campaigner
and Holistic Security Trainer via Zoom. The
brieﬁng was to bring the monitors up to speed with
the objectives of the monitoring, their role as
human rights monitors and basic principles of
human rights reporting, while the training took
them through basic safety and security notes and
precautions for human rights monitors especially

with the new challenges thrown up by Covid-19
pandemic.
After the training, Monitors were engaged to monitor
and report- as it occurs and on a monthly basis-on the
levels of Police compliance with the IGP's directives
and to provide timely information on human rights
violations, including congestion of police cells and
other detention facilities as well as compliance by
police stations and oﬃcers on duty with Covd-19
protocols during the Covid-19 lockdown.
RULAAC also issued a public call, reported in some
media, inviting members of the public, especially,
victims or their relatives and witnesses of violations
to report cases through their state monitors and
directly to RULAAC. The contact phone numbers of
the state monitors and RULAAC's contact number
were publicized. Members of the public were asked
to send their reports/complaints, including photos
and videos to the WhatsApp numbers of the state
monitors and RULAAC Secretariat.
With a view to facilitating Monitors' access to police
stations in their states, RULAAC wrote to the
Inspector General of Police (IGP) requesting a
formal letter of introduction authorizing our
monitors to visit and have access to police stations
for the purpose of monitoring compliance by police
stations with Covid-19 Protocols as well as the
condition of detention facilities and treatment of
arrested persons and detainees. No oﬃcial response
was received in spite of our follow up and reminders.
However, we did anticipate at the beginning, the
possibility of not getting the cooperation of the
police with this request. But this monitoring was not
conditioned on getting such authorization. We had
the option of relying on information from persons
who had been detained in police cells during the
period to understand what goes on within the cells.
We also contemplated other secondary sources. But a
lot of situations and incidents being monitored did
not necessarily occur within police cells but outsideat security checkpoints and other public places,
including direct information from victims and
witnesses, and reports of incidents in the media.
State Monitors submitted reports covering June to

October 2020. In addition to documenting these
monthly reports from the state monitors, RULAAC
also engaged a Documentation Oﬃcer who tracked
cases in the media. The reports from the six states
feed into this report. RULAAC also published
periodic updates on notable incidents and urgent
cases in some States. We issued such updates for
Anambra, Lagos, Ogun, Kaduna, Abia and also on
Imo even though it was not one of the 6 pilot states
under the project. This was due to the frequency of
bad reports coming from Imo.
Going through the reports submitted by State
Monitors, it is easy to see the commitment by the
monitors and their determination to discharge their
tasks dutifully despite not being armed with a letter
of authorization from the NPF to facilitate access to
police stations for the purpose of monitoring. Many
still went extra miles to access information. One of
the monitors in Anambra State reported being
threatened and ordered out of a police station when
he went to the station to observe police compliance
with Covid-19 protocols. Monitors not only
observed conditions within the police station
premises, especially with regards to ascertaining
the availability of COVID-19 prevention
equipment and tools for police personnel to do their
jobs properly (availability of hand sanitizers and
water and soap for hand washing and adherence
with social distancing within the police stations),
they also reported police conducts at security
checkpoints and other public places, experiences
and information from victims and witnesses and
from our media contacts.
The situation in Kaduna State was particularly
problematic and troubling. Our Monitors were
severely hampered by the increasing insecurity in
Southern Kaduna and the nearly daily killings in
that part of the state in spite of the multiplicity of
security agencies and security institutions in the
state. Even as the curfew imposed in Southern
Kaduna by the Kaduna State Governor, Mallam ElRufai since March 2020 remained in force,
communities continued to suﬀer daily attacks with
their farmlands and homes destroyed; women,
girls, children and the elderly have been freely

murdered with security agencies nowhere to be seen
at the point of attacks. Bandits take their time to carry
out attacks, yet security agencies fail to respond to
distress calls. But when the community members
protest peacefully to demand action from
government and security agencies, the same security
agencies that failed to responds to protect hem, come
to arrest them. People retire to bed early for fear of
being attacked, kidnapped, killed or raped. In spite of
this situation, our Kaduna monitors continued to
update us with the state of (in)security in the state.
Monitors were not held back or discouraged but
continued to do the best they could. In order to
understand what was happening inside police cells,
monitors sought for and interviewed persons who
were detained and released, and heard their
testimonies about their experience and the conditions
of the cells while they were inside. In other cases,
relatives of detainees were also interviewed.
RULAAC Secretariat received frequent calls from
relatives of persons arrested or detained. In some
cases, professional-minded and good spirited police
oﬃcers also called to inform us about cases in which
they wanted us to intervene.
In the ﬁnal analysis, the refusal by the police to give
our monitors letters of identiﬁcation indicates the
extent to which the police under the current
leadership was willing to be transparent and
accountable.
We took steps to address speciﬁc complaints and
cases in some states. We wrote letters to some State
Governors and Commissioners of Police drawing
their attention to major incidents of violation of IGP's
Directive, Government Protocols on Covid-19
Directive and human rights violations by law
enforcement oﬃcials in their jurisdiction. We also
intervened in speciﬁc cases and successfully secured
the release of some arrested persons detained
illegally and, in some cases, recovered bribe extorted
from them by the police.
This report is based on most of the reports received
and documented and the cases dealt with in the course
of this project. It includes challenges and
recommendations to appropriate authorities.

Police Stakeholders Partnership Forum (PSPF)
Anambra State has been particularly very active in
engaging the Anambra State Police and the state
government on issues of violations. The forum
wrote a couple of letters to the governor and
commissioner of Police and issued public
statements and had cases resolved. The letters and
statements also resulted to policy statements by
government and the police. A case in point is the
joint petition by The Police Stakeholders
Partnership Forum (PSPF) in Anambra State and the
Rule of Law and Accountability Advocacy Centre
(RULAAC) urging Governor Willie Obiano to
check the excesses of the State Internal Revenue
Service (AIRS), the Operation Clean and Healthy
Anambra (OCHA Brigade), the Nigeria Security and
Civil Defense Corps (NSCDC) and other security
agencies involved in enforcement duties in the state.
This resulted to an apology to one of the victims.
Following representations by PSPF to the CP
Anambra on incessant cases of harassment and
extortion of citizens by police and task force oﬃcials
(including illegal task force), the Anambra CP issued
a directive to police oﬃcers to focus on their core
duties and leave enforcement of Covid-19 protocols
to the state's task force teams. He also ordered the
arrest of illegal task force teams.
RULAAC also co-signed a joint petition with its 2
Abia State Monitors to the Commissioner of Police,
Abia State concerning the excesses of Ndiegoro

Police Station, Aba. That petition earned the DPO a
query from the CP and he had to call one of our
Monitors, informed her that he was new at the station
and requested that subsequent complaints should be
directed to him.

1. https://punchng.com/coronavirus-dont-come-to-police-station-igp-tells-nigerians/

2. https://www.unodc.org/documents/nigeria//NPF_COVID-19_Guidance_Booklet_Final.pdf

BACKGROUND AND
RATIONALE FOR THE

PROJECT
The outbreak of the Corona Virus
(Covid-19) pandemic which began in
China in January 2020 exposed the
global community to an
unprecedented public health crisis
and brought social and economic
activities to an abrupt standstill.
More signiﬁcantly, it challenged the
healthcare capabilities and
preparation for emergencies in
almost all countries exposing
humanity to serious threat of
extinction.
The ﬁrst Covid-19 case in Nigeria
was conﬁrmed in Lagos State on
February 27, 2020 by the Federal
Ministry of Health.
The global community was caught napping with
health care systems seriously overstretched and
overwhelmed, even for the most developed
countries. For the underdeveloped countries, like
Nigeria, it was a moment of shock, abrupt
awakening, and season of uncertainty and hard
lessons.
In order to halt the increasing mortality rates
which remains high in many countries, including
the most developed - in the absence of a globally
accepted cure or vaccine, the World Health
Organisation prescribed a number of nonpharmaceutical public health measures ranging
from nutrition, personal hygiene practices, social
and physical distancing to restrictions on
movement and assembly in order to contain the
spread of the virus and mitigate the risk and
impact.

Part of the social distancing measures undertaken
by many countries is decongestion of prisons,
correctional centres, police stations and other
detention and holding facilities to check infection
and spread of the disease among inmates, oﬃcials
of the holding facilities, medical service providers
and their family members.
RULAAC was one of the leading civil society
advocacy groups which begun campaigns to push
the Nigerian government to urgently decongest
Nigerian police cells and correctional centres

across the country in order to contain the spread of
Covid-19 among the inmates and others who may
come in contact with them. Governments at federal
and state levels also began to emplace measures
restricting movement and assembly which however,
provided the context in which willful and egregious
human rights violations were committed by state
actors.
One of the earliest set of measures undertaken by the
Nigerian government to mitigate the spread of the
virus was the imposition of total lockdown. On
March 30, 2020 the Federal government imposed the
ﬁrst total lockdown in the FCT, Lagos and Ogun
States and police were deployed to enforce the
lockdown and curfew across the country.
RULAAC, in concert with other leading Nigerian
CSOs, started an early campaign for the decongestion
of police cells, correctional centres and other places
of detention to minimize the spread of the disease
among inmates, law enforcement oﬃcials, their
family members and other who may come in contact
with them.

In late March, the Inspector-General of Police,
Mohammed Adamu issued a directive to all Zonal
Assistant Inspectors General of Police (AIGs) and
State Commissioners of Police to avoid
unnecessary arrests and detentions against the
backdrop of the Covid-19 global health threat.
The directive was contained in a statement signed
by the Force Public Relations Oﬃcer, Deputy
Commissioner of Police, DCP Frank Mbah.
The IGP urged police oﬃcers to observe personal
safety measures and directed the Zonal AIGs and
Command CPs to ensure that cases of unnecessary
arrests and detention of suspects were not
condoned. He directed that the detention of
suspects must be minimized only to very serious
cases such as terrorism, armed robbery, homicide
and other non-bailable oﬀences.
The IGP also directed that adequate measures be
put in place to screen persons to be committed into
police custody.
He enjoined citizens to avoid social visits to police
stations and other police oﬃces, except where
absolutely necessary.

The IGP also ordered Command CPs to immediately
publicize phone numbers of their Command Control
Rooms, Area Commanders and Divisional Police
Oﬃcers (DPOs) and other Tactical Commanders
using the conventional and non-conventional media.
Also, in compliance with the Federal Government's
directive that all tertiary institutions be shut, the IGP
also ordered the immediate closure of the Nigeria
Police Academy and all Police Primary and Secondary
Schools nationwide.
The Force Medical Services were also empowered and
directed to step up sensitization programs across
commands, formations, and barracks in the country.
In the ﬁrst week of April, RULAAC coordinated a
joint Civil Society Organisations (CSO) statement
which called on the Federal Government to take urgent
steps to decongest Nigerian police cells and
correctional centres across the country in order to
prevent the spread of Covid-19 among the inmates. In
the joint statement signed by 51 CSOs and widely
reported in the media, the CSOs commended the
Inspector-General of Police (IGP), Mohammed
Adamu, for issuing the directives to State and Zonal
commands of the police to avoid unnecessary arrests
and detention of persons in police cells except for
serious oﬀences.

However, we also called on the IGP to put in place
mechanisms to ensure and eﬀectively monitor
compliance from oﬃcers. We observed that some
states in the country still locked up oﬀenders for
bailable oﬀences such as misdemeanors warning
that such a practice had only resulted in congestion
of the correctional centres and police cells. This
negated the eﬀorts of building a system which
promotes social distancing in the Covid-19 period.
We also pointed out that some states lacked testing
laboratories and isolation centres, whereby
detainees in urgent need of medical attention in
those states could not access healthcare, making
them vulnerable and more exposed to the deadly
virus. We therefore called for appropriate measures
to be taken to decongest the police cells and
correctional centres at the time.
We also called on Chief Magistrates in states, in
fulﬁlment of their obligations under the
Administration of Criminal Justice Act (ACJA)
2015, and in compliance with the 2019 Practice
Direction of the Chief Justice of Nigeria on visits to
police custody facilities to embark on inspection
visits to police stations within their jurisdictions
with a view to ensuring the immediate release of
detainees based on established criteria, to decongest

the cells and prevent likely infection and spread of
Covid-19. We equally called on the AttorneyGeneral and Minister of Justice and State Attorneys
General, to initiate steps for audit of police cells and
correctional centres, including juvenile correctional
facilities, to decongest them. We ultimately, called
for the immediate provision of information on
coronavirus, urgent disinfection and distribution of
sanitary materials to all holding facilities, and
provision and access to running water at each facility
for all detainees and prisoners.
Filling the Gap in Monitoring Law Enforcement
Conduct during the lockdown
Some of the containment measures put in place by
governments across the globe widened the space,
opportunity and propensity for state actors to
undermine human rights and fundamental freedoms
and shrink civic space. There were no measures in
place to monitor state oﬃcials charged with
enforcement to ensure that they acted within the
boundaries of the laws and respected the fundamental
rights and dignity of citizens. This was the gap that
RULAAC set out to ﬁll by initiating the project

''Monitoring law enforcement action within the
framework of COVID-19 lockdown and curfew
enforcement'.
A New Opportunity for Corrupt practices and
Abuse
One key ﬁnding that stands out from the reports
received from across the states is that oﬃcial
measures to combat the pandemic provided a new
context in which governments at national and
subnational levels brazenly violated human rights,
unduly restricted basic freedoms and further
constricted the shrinking civic space. It was indeed,
an opportunity for corrupt self-enrichment by
unscrupulous law enforcement oﬃcials on
enforcement duty. In the excuse of enforcing
compliance with restrictions on movement,
assembly and association and other pharmaceutical
measures imposed to check the spread of the virus,
law enforcement agents brazenly violated citizens'
rights to movement, human dignity, property and
life. They engaged in open extortion at checkpoints
and everywhere they encountered citizens. Several
cases of violations including assault, violence

against women and other vulnerable groups, and
abuse of ﬁrearms which in some cases resulted to
deaths were documented especially between April
and June 2020.
In April, the national human rights commission
(NHRC) released a report revealing that more
persons had been killed by the police than Covid-19.
NHRC had reported that security forces enforcing the
lockdown in parts of Nigeria had as at April when it
issued its ﬁrst report, killed more people than
coronavirus itself. While law enforcers had as at that
date in April killed 18 people in Nigeria since
lockdowns began on 30 March, Coronavirus had
killed 12 people, according to health ministry data.
Alarmed by increasing spates of security forces
brutality within this same period across countries of
the world, the UN and some international media,
including Al- Jazeera and BBC released various
reports warning about the likely consequences of
human rights violations by security forces enforcing
lockdowns.
In a report issued by the UN published April 28, 2020
and entitled 'UN raises alarm about police
brutality in covid-19 lockdowns' the UN High
Commissioner for human rights Michelle Bachelet
said countries ﬂouting the rule of law in the name of
ﬁghting coronavirus risk sparking a 'human rights

disaster'
Al-Jazeera also published a report: 'Covid-19:
Security forces in Africa brutalising civilians
under lockdown'
Both reports cited Nigeria, among other countries
where human rights violations were rife. The reports
predicted the outcome we witnessed in EndSARS if
governments did not take urgent steps to protect
human rights.
Local media reports were also replete with cases of
police abuse and corruption. Videos of police abuse
and misconduct were in frequent circulation.
Military personnel were also seen in some of the
videos engaging in unprofessional practices and
brutalization of civilians, ostensibly for violating
Covid-19 lockdown and curfew.
In late April, ARTICLE 19, African Centre for
Media and Information Literacy (AFRICMIL),
Rule of Law and Accountability Advocacy Centre
(RULAAC) and Human Environment Development
Agenda Resource Centre (HEDA) issued a joint
statement urging the Government of Nigeria to
immediately investigate the allegations of unlawful
killings of at least 21 persons, other acts of violence
and intimidation of journalists which had occurred in
the context of the COVID-19 lockdown since 29
March 2020.

We urged that the emergency measures to reduce the
spread of COVID-19 should not be used to violate
the right to life, as guaranteed under the Nigerian
constitution, the African Charter on Human and
Peoples' rights and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights.
Opportunity to curtail freedoms and close Civic
Space
The enforcement of the lockdown also provided
opportunity to government to further its
predetermined sinister objective of curtailing basic
democratic freedoms and shrinking the civic space, a
motive it had harboured, desperately and
surreptitiously pursued using the ruse and
shenanigan of social media and NGO regulation. For
example, during this period, government came up
with some highly draconian legislation, one of which
purported itself as a Bill for the 'Control of
Infectious Diseases' but in which it smuggled in
some obnoxious provisions giving arbitrary and

overreaching powers to law enforcement oﬃcers to
apprehend persons suﬀering from infectious
disease, to break into or demolish properties,
among other oppressive provisions contained in the
some of the previous proposed Bills which met with
stiﬀ opposition from organized civil society. During
this period, a political activist, Ugochinyere was
reported to have been 'abducted in a violent manner
by men of the Nigeria Police Force' on Thursday,
June 18, 2020, at about 5:30p.m., as he left the
headquarters of the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) after attending a meeting. He
was quoted as saying that he was arrested based on
comments made about the shady attempt to pass the
Control of Infectious Diseases Bill, “comments that
I strongly stand on, for which even in international
and local fora, we have been commended for
standing against the plot of using of our legislature
to pursue sinister objectives.”
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Rehabilita on of prisoners FJRP, Lagos, People Against Corrup on and Injus ce, Nde Oduko Founda on – NDOF, Sterling Centre for Law
&Development, Partners West Africa- Nigeria, Safer World Founda on, Amnesty Interna onal Nigeria, Dorothy Njemanze
Founda on(DNF), Women Ini a ve for Leadership Strategy & Innova on in Africa (Women Africa), Centre for Social Transforma on and
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Summary of ﬁndings
State of detention facilities
Reports from state monitors and testimonies obtained
from persons detained during the ﬁrst phase of this
monitoring of the Covid-19 enforcement by law
enforcement agencies (between May 31 and June 30
2020) indicated that most police cells and other
detention facilities maintained by task force teams
were in dingy and decrepit state, and unﬁt for holding
humans. Many were detained for minor oﬀences and
cramped in congested and poorly ventilated police
cells and holding facilities operated by Covid-19 task
force teams across the states. Many detainees who
spoke to RULAAC after they were released through
RULAAC's intervention said that they were tortured
or at best, kept in conditions that amounted to
inhumane and degrading treatment.

One suspect detained at the Imo State CID could not
state the exact number of cells at the State CID,
Owerri. But he said there are many cells. He said he
was in cell 3 and they were up to 20 detainees in a 14
x 10 cell. The cell was very dirty, oozing with urine
smell. 'I could not eat for the period of 4 days I was
detained due to the unsanitary condition of the cell.
There was no water, so I could not take my bath for
the 4 days I spent before I was released. Cell 3 is
even better, compared with others. Cell 1 is dark
even in day time. Some inmates got blind after
sometime in that cell. One inmate who told me he
was initially in Cell 1 said he developed a serious
skin disease before he was transferred to cell 3.
Some of the inmates have spent as long as 6 months.
8 others were brought into the cell after we were
brought in, including 3 who looked underaged, not
more than 15 years.'

One of RULAAC's Abia State monitors interviewed
one Mrs. Nancy Ugwuanya who was arrested and
detained at Uratta Police Station, Aba on 16th June,
2020 and released 2 days later. She conﬁrmed that
the sanitary condition at the station was horrible and
suspects were detained without regards to the Covid19 Regulations
Conduct of police personnel
Police and other law enforcement agencies
converted their call to enforce compliance with
Covid-19 protocols and restrictions on movement
(lockdown and curfew) to opportunities to enrich
themselves by extorting money from their victims
through violence and intimidation. Rather than
enforce the law, they demanded and received bribe of
various sums to allow violators to go free creating a
vicious cycle where violations and extortions
prevailed. In some cases, even those who committed
no oﬀence were victimized. The motivation and
actions of law enforcement agents focused on
corruption.
Other serious abuses associated with corrupt
practices such as extrajudicial killings, sexual
assault, torture and brutality were also committed by
members of the Nigeria Police and other security
agencies.
On Saturday, July 11, 2020 some military personnel
were observed providing backup to a Lagos State

Ministry of Transportation Team impounding
vehicles for parking in unauthorized spots. The
operation was conducted in Yaba areas and the
license plates of the army vehicles were removed.
The army oﬃcers were armed and they claimed it
was a sanctioned operation.
Level of compliance with directives and
protocols
Levels of compliance by police and other law
enforcement agencies with IGP's directives and
Covid-19 protocols were adjudged by monitors
across the states monitored as low. Noncompliance
by citizens enhanced the opportunities for security
agencies to extort more bribe from them. Those
who failed to 'settle' or 'cooperate' were charged
before Mobile Courts, which often imposed ﬁnes.
Those against whom ﬁnes were imposed and
unable to pay immediately were detained until they
were able to pay.
Security agencies themselves did not also comply
with protocols as most of them went about their
duties- even during the lockdown- unprotected.
Few wore facemasks. There was no provision of
running water and sanitizers in many police
stations. While police oﬃcers purported to enforce
the wearing of facemasks and observation of social
distancing, many of them violated these same
protocols.

The inﬂow of arrested persons into police
detention facilities
One of the key challenges that monitors were
confronted with was that they didn't have access to
places of detention. In June, RULAAC wrote and
requested the IGP to issue a letter granting our state
monitors access to police stations, but this request
was not honoured. However, RULAAC received
complaints from persons and relatives of persons
arrested and taken into custody and from our
monitors that most cells were ﬁlled up in most cases
without regard to the need to observe physical
distancing.
One of RULAAC's Lagos State monitors visited the
Covid-19 enforcement task force oﬃce at Oshodi,
Lagos and spoke with the relatiave of one Kingsley
who 'was not only detained, but was locked up with
several suspects, an action that can cause the spread
of Covid-19 among the inmates, their relatives and
communities. The fact that three detention facilities
at the task force's oﬃces were all ﬁlled with suspects
also goes contrary to the IGP's directives aimed at
preventing crowding at detention facilities.'
In a recorded telephone chat with Kinsley's brother,
Martin, concerning his brother's arrest and detention,
he told our Monitor: “He took a path he was not
supposed to take and task force policemen arrested
him. My brother has been in detention since
yesterday. I saw my brother inside the cell. There are
three cells and all were ﬁlled with suspects. During
the day that I was there, some people were bailed, but
again, more people were brought in. There should be
more than 20 suspects in each cell.” This was in the
thick of the lockdown.

The oﬀences for which the arrests are
made
Although the IGP's directive restricted arrest and
detention to only serious oﬀences such as armed
robbery, murder, Kidnapping and rape, many people
were detained for simple or even no oﬀence at all and
were mostly released upon paying various sums of
money demanded by the arresting authorities as
conditions for 'bail'.

The treatment meted to arrested
persons while in detention
Some detainees reported that they were tortured
while virtually all said they were kept in
dehumanizing conditions as a tactic to weaken their
resolve and extract bribe from their relatives for
bail.

The availability of
COVID-19 prevention
equipment and tools for
police personnel to do
their jobs properly
Many monitors reported that most police stations
were operating as in normal times. They did not
have running water or sanitizers. Police oﬃcers
wore their regular uniforms without personal
protective equipment. Police oﬃcers also
complained that they were not paid their duty or
hazard allowances. This was one of the factors that
predisposed them to extorting money to augment
their poor pay.
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COMMENDATIONS
IGP Mohammed Adamu
RULAAC commends the Inspector General of Police
IGP Mohammed Adamu for often expressing
commitment to checking human rights abuses by
police oﬃcers, protecting citizens from crime and
abuse and promoting professional conducts and
responsible policing. We commend him especially for
issuing directives and guidelines for police oﬃcers on
enforcement duties.
We however, reiterate our earlier calls on the IGP to
take a step further by putting in place eﬀective internal
monitoring mechanism to monitor and report
compliance levels and to ensure that personnel who
deviate from directives and guidelines, or commit
human rights violations or engage in acts of corruption
and abuse of power are held to account, as deterrence
to others. The IGP should also do more to promote
transparency by facilitating access to police cells by
independent monitors to observe the conditions of the

cells and inmates and the extent of police oﬃcers'
compliance with his directives regarding detention
during the Covid-19 period.
ANAMBRA State CP
RULAAC commends the Commissioner of Police,
Anambra State CP Mr. John Abang for his
commitment to engaging with civil society and
other stakeholders in Anambra State, especially, his
cooperation with Police Stakeholders Partnership
Forum (PSPF) towards checking abuses and
promoting professional policing in the state.
We commend CP John Abang, in particular, for his
responsiveness to public concerns and his prompt
actions on complaints or reports brought to his
attention by PSPF. He was quick to direct police
oﬃcers to focus on their core mandate and leave
enforcement of Covid-19 measures to designated
task force teams. He issued a ﬁrm directive through
the Anambra State Police Public Relations Oﬃcer

warning fake 'task force' teams harassing and
extorting money from residents to desist and
followed up with setting up enforcement teams to
monitor, apprehend and bring such criminal
elements to book. He also ordered the arrest of illegal
task force teams engaging in incessant extortions,
harassment, intimidation and assault, claiming to be
enforcing COVID-19 measures including wearing
of facemasks. This is welcome and a refreshing
departure from the prevailing atmosphere of
impunity in many states where abusive law
enforcement agents and criminal elements have been
allowed to go about freely constituting public
nuisance.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Arising from our ﬁndings from this monitoring, RULAAC recommends the following measures for
reform.
1. Strength Internal Police monitoring mechanisms and ensure accountability through eﬀective

sanctions for personnel who deviate from the directives and guidelines or commit human rights
violation or engage in abuse of power and corrupt practices
2. Sensitize law enforcement personnel with information on the protocols and the guidelines for law

enforcement agencies to enable them understand what they are expected to enforce, how they are
expected to discharge their duties, and the limits of their powers
3. Train personnel on the use of force
4. Provide PPE for personnel, including running water and sanitizers
5. Interagency collaboration in enforcing compliance with protocols and restrictions
6. Collaboration between state actors and credible civil society organisations, including media and

religious organizations to increase eﬀort at sensitization and enlightenment of citizens on the need
to comply with protocols and government directives

ANALYSIS OF REPORTS AND CASES
Law enforcement agencies exploited
curfew enforcement to harass and extort citizens

Security agents exploited the 10pm - 4am curfew in
Lagos and Ogun States as opportunity to harass and
extort money from citizens.
There was no doubt that people breached or violated
government directives and orders aimed at
containing the Covid-19 pandemic. RULAAC was
also of the view that citizens ought to- as much as
possible- comply with lawful directives. However,
there were circumstances beyond citizens' control
which inevitably forced them to appear to be
violating orders. Such situations called for
professional discretion and understating by law
enforcement agents.

The lockdown forced people to stay at home and
denied most of them their livelihoods. Many
people feed and take care of their families from
their daily incomes. Therefore, being forced to
stay at home without food and without any
provision of palliative by government meant that
families had to stay hungry and desperate. Caught
between hunger and survival, most people would
take any risk, including defying government
directives.
On the other hand, Lagos State is known for its
perennial traﬃc congestions during certain hours
which obstruct traﬃc ﬂow and impede free

THE LOCKDOWN
AND CURFEW
Warri Killing

movement of vehicles.
Several vehicles and passengers got caught in these
web of traﬃc jams and were often delayed in traﬃc
for several hours. Journeys that normally should not
last more than 15 minutes ended up taking between 1
and 3 hours in some cases, often keeping vehicles in
long stretch of logjam as far into midnight and
beyond.
For unscrupulous law enforcement agents, people
caught in these situations were deemed to have
violated the curfew and owners of those vehicles
became easy preys. They were randomly picked out
and ordered to pull out to the road side for no more

than extortion. In some cases, they were directed to
nearby police stations where they ended up being
forced to pay some money before being allowed to
proceed.
Between the last week of June and the week of July
8, RULAAC received several calls from
commercial and private drivers from diﬀerent parts
of Lagos complaining that in spite of being caught
in such long stretch of traﬃc logjam- not of their
fault, law enforcement agents randomly picked
them out and either asked them to pay on the spot or
ordered them into a nearby police station where
they bargained and paid certain amounts demanded
by the law enforcement agents before they were

allowed to go. Those unable or unwilling to pay were
detained until they paid. They were often threatened
with the option of their vehicles being towed to the
headquarters of the Covid-19 enforcement task force
at Oshodi where they would either pay more money
or charged for violating the curfew.

His death sparked oﬀ protests as irate youths took
over the expressway, preventing vehicles from
taking that route. Two Military personnel on a
motorbike who ran into the mob were attacked and
their motorcycle burnt. One of them was killed in
the process.

Complaints against oﬃcers stationed around Idimu
Police Area Command were rampant. One Uber
driver called to complain that he left Lagos Island
early around 7pm heading home to Igando, hoping to
get home before the commencement of the10pm
curfew. But by some minutes past 10pm, he was still
held in traﬃc. When he approached Idimu, law
enforcement oﬃcers at a checkpoint ostensibly
enforcing compliance with the curfew singled him
and other drivers out from the long stretch of traﬃc
gridlock and were led into Idimu Area Command
Headquarters nearby. He said he paid ﬁve thousand
Naira before being let go. He said many other drivers
like him were held either by the road side or inside the
police station and were pleading and explaining to no
avail that they started heading home early but were
caught up in traﬃc.

The killing of the Military personnel was seen as an
aﬀront by some of his colleagues who threatened to
avenge his death. The soldiers in a video that went
virile threatened that they would rape all the women
in Warri, be they married, single or aged and in the
process infest them with HIV aids. But the Military
in a swift reaction, said the soldiers in the virile
video had been arrested and would undergo
disciplinary measure. As with the case of the
policemen arrested in Lagos in connection with the
destruction of a trader's wares, the outcome of the
investigation into these soldiers' reckless display of
unprofessionalism is yet to be made public.
Kaduna killing
Another killing recorded in the early days of the sitat-home directive, occurred in Kaduna state, four
days after the Warri, Delta state incident. In this
case, seven persons were killed in Trikania,
Sabogeri Nasarawa, under Chikun Local
Government Area of the state, during a clash
between youths and a police team enforcing the
stay-at-home order in the state. Trouble was said to
have been triggered by an attempt by a Civilian
Joint Task Force to disperse some traders which
was vehemently resisted. In the attempt by the
police to forcefully disperse the traders, they ﬁred
some shots which killed seven persons while ﬁve
others sustained bullet wounds.

On July 8, at 10.48 pm, a man driving in his private
car, having left Lagos Island as early as 5 pm, 'in order
to beat the curfew', according to him was also caught
at Palm Groove area and was also held hostage and
required to pay some money to be let go. He said by
this time, there were many other vehicles also caught
in the same long stretch of traﬃc gridlock.
It is safe to assert that, in the pretext of enforcing
government laws and directives regarding Covid-19,
law enforcement agents engaged in harassment and
extortion of bribe from hapless citizens.

EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLINGS DURING
Two weeks into the nationwide lockdown, the ﬁrst
killing by security agents enforcing the lockdown
was recorded in Warri, Delta State (date?). One
Joseph Pessu, a father of two was shot dead by a
soldier for allegedly ﬂouting the state government's
sit-at-home order. This incident happened on the
second day of the sit-at-home directive in the state.

Anambra killing
On Wednesday, April 15, 2020, two youths were
shot dead by policemen in Anambra State while
ostensibly enforcing restriction of movement. The
incident occurred at the New Tyre Market Area of
Nkpor. Eye witnesses said that the youths were
drinking beer in a pub in front of their residence
when the police patrol team drove by and ordered
them to go to their houses. The youths, according to
the eyewitnesses, told the policemen that the place
was their compound and demanded why they
would be ordered into their rooms. Another version

of the account said that the youths were accosted
while returning from a football pitch. During the
ensuing argument, the cops, opened ﬁre on them.
One of them died on the spot, while the other died
moments after being rushed to an undisclosed
hospital. But the Anambra State Police Command
said that the shot was ﬁred by one of the policemen,
Corporal Christopher Ozor, in his bid to repel some
youths who attempted to collect his ﬁrearm.

Abia killing
On April 16, 2020, in Abia State, one Amaobi Igwe, a
commercial vehicle operator, who was conveying
food items into the state was shot dead by an oﬃcer
of the Nigerian Security Civil Defense Corps
(NSCDC) at Umuika Junction in Osisioma Local
Government Area of the state. An argument ensued
between the victim and one of the NSCDC oﬃcers
over the victim's refusal to part with money
demanded by the oﬃcial which resulted to shooting
that led to his death.
While commending the Governor for his periodic
broadcasts to update the people of the State on
progress being made by the State government in the
eﬀort to contain the ravaging virus and also for
exercising his prerogative of mercy by ordering the
release of 54 prisoners from four correctional
facilities in Anambra State, RULAAC called on the
governor to ensure that the killing of the 2 youths
were properly investigated to ensure justice.
While the decongestion of correctional and other
detention facilities is a key step in containing the
spread of the virus, RULAAC however noted with
disappointment that the Governor did not seem to
have felt the public pulse on the tragedy of the Police
killing in the State and therefore, failed to meet the
expectations of the people in his reaction to the
unjustiﬁed killing by the Police in the pretext of
enforcing the lockdown in the State.
The Governor appeared to have misconstrued and
trivialized what is a clear tragedy by perfunctorily
referring to 'the Nkpor incident' as a 'clash between a
group of youths and some security operatives at
Nkpor that resulted in the unfortunate death of one
person and injuries to other' and described it as
'extremely regrettable.

“The Governor said 'It is one avoidable incident
which we must not permit to happen to us again'.”
We believe, however, that the best way not to permit
such a tragedy to happen again is not for the
Government of Anambra State to merely condemn it
and oﬀer to 'foot the medical bills of the injured as
well as underwrite the burial costs of the deceased'.
We wish to remind the Governor that the best recipe
and enduring condition for peace anywhere is truth
and justice.
Human life is sacred and without getting to the root
of how the life of even one citizen was cut short,
with a view to ensuring accountability and justice,
peace may be elusive, or at best akin to the peace of
the graveyard. Impunity will also continue to reign.
Considering the widespread public outcry and
indignation precipitated by the incident, and
especially, since the accounts by the Police and eye
witnesses to that killing were contradictory, we urge
the Governor to take a further step by invoking his
powers, and empanel an independent inquiry to
unravel the truth and recommend measures for
justice to prevent the reoccurrence of such tragic
killings that diminish our humanity.
Imo State:
A member of a Police Team on Covid-19
Enforcement kill Commercial Motorcyclists in
Orlu for not wearing facemask and refusing to
pay bribe
On Tuesday July 7, 2020, an unnamed police oﬃcer
shot and killed a commercial motorcyclist at Banana
Junction in Orlu area of Imo State for not wearing a
facemask and for refusing to pay the bribe
demanded by the police team on a Stop-and-Search
operation. The shooting, which resulted in the death
of the motorcyclist, sparked protests in the
community. The uprising reﬂects the community's
angst following years of corrupt and unchecked
predatory activities of unscrupulous police oﬃcers
which have been unpunished for too long. The
failure to rein in these corrupt oﬃcers and check
their excesses has created a climate of impunity,
imbuing in them the feeling that they can do
whatever they like and get away with it.
Imo State Police Command has not been transparent
in its promised investigation into this case. It is not

clear what the status of police investigation – if any- into this case is. The family of the victim appears either
'paciﬁed' or 'cowed' and therefore, unavailable to speak about the case. Attempts by RULAAC to speak with
the member representing the victim's constituency at the Imo State House of Assembly has also not been
successful. This killing, like many others before and after it, may have been swept under the carpet.
RULAAC's monitors and reports monitored in the media revealed display of highhandedness by Police

ACTS OF HIGH-HANDEDNESS
BY ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

oﬃcers and other security agents enforcing Covid-19 prevention measures. In diﬀerent videos that went viral,
some policemen were seen destroying goods in some parts of the country. A video showing police oﬃcers
destroying cartons of bottles of drinks, tables, chairs and other wares in a beer parlour elicited public outrage.
Two days after the video went viral, the Lagos State Police Command issued a statement, saying that the
policemen involved in the show of shame had been arrested and were undergoing Orderly Room Trial. But
their names and ranks were not disclosed nor the outcome of the trial made public.

On July 4, 2020, Police Stakeholders Partnership
Forum (PSPF) in Anambra State and the Rule of Law
and Accountability Advocacy Centre (RULAAC)
called on Governor Willie Obiano, through a joint
letter, to check the excesses of the State Internal
Revenue Service (AIRS), the Operation Clean and
Healthy Anambra (OCHA Brigade), the Nigeria
Security and Civil Defense Corps (NSCDC) and other
security agencies involved in enforcement duties in
the state.
The joint letter co-signed by the PSPF Coordinator,
Prince Chris Azor and the RULAAC Executive
Director, Okechukwu Nwanguma was sequel to a
complaint received from a cybercafé operator in
Awka, Chukwuma Okoye detailing his illegal arrest,
detention, assault, unlawful conversion of his
property and conduct likely to cause a breach of peace
by the AIRS, NSCDC and OCHA Brigade We urged
the Governor to guarantee the protection of the rights
and wellbeing of Anambra residents struggling to
survive during the diﬃcult COVID-19 period.
In response to the letter, which received the attention
of the media and government authorities in the state,
the Chairman, Anambra Inland Revenue Service
(AIRS) Dr David Nzekwu invited the RULAAC
Monitor to a peace meeting 'to amicably resolve the
issues that arose from our above letter to the governor
on the excesses of his revenue collection enforcement
oﬃcers'.
'At the meeting, after getting the proper perspective
from my narration, he apologized on behalf of his
oﬃce, and promised that such would not happen
again. He also promised to call the victim, and equally
apologize.
'Accordingly, yesterday, he held a meeting with the
victim, where he also, apologized and made
commitments to improve on their approach to service
delivery'.
'Both parties agreed to a sensitization workshop next
week, with a view to partnering and engaging the
Civil Society and other Non-State Actors in the State's
revenue/tax administration and management.
Also, The Anambra State Commandant NSCDC,
reached out to the victim, invited him to his oﬃce, and

tendered unreserved apologies.
We are still following the OCHA Brigade on this,
and will keep you posted, going forward.
'Also, we are putting pressure on the State
g o v e r n m e n t , t o f o r m a l l y, c a l l t h e A I R S
management to order regarding approach to their
activities'.
In September 1, 2020, RULAAC received the
following information: 'Man battles for his life
after assault by Abia Covid-19 Taskforce Oﬃcer'
A middle-aged man whose name could not be
disclosed is currently battling for his dear life
following several punches and serial assault by
enforcement oﬃcers attached to Umuahia North
Covid-19 protocol enforcement team. Trouble
started when the victim, a commercial tricycle
operator who approached a checkpoint opposite the
General Post oﬃce in the capital city and was
stopped by the taskforce oﬃcers. It was discovered
that one of his passengers was not wearing the
mandatory face mask.
She was said to have hurriedly searched for it from
her bag before the team attacked the Keke rider for
carrying a passenger allegedly violating COVID-19
safety protocol. The oﬃcers directed the Keke
operator to take the vehicle to the local council
headquarters and as he was still asking the taskforce
member to take it easy, he received a deadly blow on
his face, with three other punches coming
simultaneously before the victim lost his balance
and slumped lifelessly on the road. The scenario
attracted passersby who gathered to see the end of
the Thursday afternoon drama while the attacker
fumed in his rage over what he saw as belittling by
the tricycle operator. But when it became obvious
that the Keke Operator may not be coming back so
soon, the crowd became violent and insisted that the
task force staﬀ single-handedly convey his victim to
hospital. In the melee that ensued, the irate mob
started manhandling the taskforce staﬀ who after
taking the heat for a while, made well his escape
after taking to his heels and running into the council
headquarters. The irate mob that went after him was
stopped from entering the premises of Umuahia
North Council area by the Civil Defense oﬃcers at

the entrance gate who jammed it after the culprit
raced through the gate while all eﬀorts to get him out
to attend to the lifeless Keke Operator proved
abortive.
The victim who from all indications was in danger
was later taken to the Police Clinic along Bende road
for medical attention while every eﬀort made to
ascertain the state of the health of the unlucky Keke
Operator was not gotten as at the time of ﬁling in this
report

Harassment and Extortion of
motorists and other citizens
In all the states across Nigeria, Law Enforcement
Oﬃcers turned their call to enforce Covid-19
measures into an opportunity to harass and exploit the
citizens for their ﬁnancial beneﬁts. They set up
checkpoints as avenues to harass and extort money
rather than to professionally enforce lawful measures
and directives.

Police deﬂate vehicle tyres
because the vehicle owner
refused to 'setle'
One of the earliest cases of abuse of power
immediately following the nationwide lockdown was
the troubling incident captured in a video that went
viral where a resident of Anambra State identiﬁed as
Muokwe Henry Jones narrated how a member of a
Police team around Umunze shot at and deﬂated two
of his car tyres because he refused to give him bribe.
The victim said this happened while he was on his
way to the bank to withdraw money for food for his
family in the wake of the Covid-19 lockdown in the
State. This was not an isolated case.
The man narrated in the video how the Police oﬃcers,
in the pretense of enforcing the lockdown stopped his
vehicle and demanded money from him before they
would let him go. He said they also stopped several
other vehicles and were also demanding money from
the owners. According to his account, when they
demanded money from him, he explained to them
that he was going to a nearby bank ATM to withdraw
some cash to take care of his family and pleaded with
them to allow him to go, but the Police oﬃcers

insisted that he must 'settle' them. Argument ensued
leading to one of the Police oﬃcers shooting his car
tires.
He further disclosed that the police oﬃcer who shot
his tyres turned round to accuse him of violating the
State government's restriction order over Covid-19.
Citizen Muokwe also alleged that the policeman
threatened to kill him thereafter.
Had he given them the money they demanded; they
would not have accused him of violating any order.
The implication of this was that the Policemen were
on the streets to extort money from people
purported to be violating the lockdown. They were
not out to enforce the lockdown but to make money
from the suﬀering public. They exploited the
violation of the order to extort money from the
supposed violators, rather than actually enforcing
the order. And those who failed to 'cooperate' by
'settling' them, got punished like the man whose car
tires were shot at. The man would be considered
lucky when compared with other victims who were
brutally shot dead or others who survived with life
threatening injuries.
Commendably, the Commissioner of Police (CP)
Anambra State expressed disapproval of the
policeman's criminal act of reprisal against the man
for refusing to give bribe him, and made a
commitment to investigate and make the outcome
of investigation public.

Anambra Police
Command's reaction
The Anambra State Police Command said it is was
saddened by the “unfortunate incident in which a
Police oﬃcer allegedly shot and deﬂated the front
tyres of a Mazda CX-9 4WD at Nkwo roundabout
Umunze in Orumba South LGA of Anambra State.
Anambra State Police Public Relations Oﬃcer
(PPRO), Mr. Haruna Mohammed, said that the
State Commissioner of Police, Mr. John Abang, has
“ordered for a full-scale investigation into the
matter.”
According to the statement by Mr. Mohammed,
“the attention of Anambra State Police Command
has been drawn to a video clip that went viral in the

Social media on the 14/4/2020 in which a Police
oﬃcer allegedly shot and deﬂated the front tyres of a
Mazda CX-9 4WD with Registration AKD 277 FM
driven by one Nnaemeka Oﬀor at Nkwo roundabout
Umunze in Orumba South LGA of Anambra State.
“The Commissioner of Police CP John B. Abang fdc
is deeply saddened by the unfortunate incident and
has ordered for a full-scale investigation into the
matter. The CP further assures the public that justice
would be done in the case and the outcome of Police
investigation shall be made public in due course
please.”
RULAAC, in a statement, commended the CP for
publicly disowning the rogue cop and looked
forward to the outcome of investigation.
RULAAC received several of such complaints of
brazen extortion by police oﬃcers in diﬀerent State.
RULAAC and its partners in Anambra State Police
Stakeholders Partnership Forum (PSPF) called on
the CP to set in motion, a mechanism to monitor the
conduct of police oﬃcers enforcing the movement
restrictions in the State, to ensure that Police oﬃcers
act responsibly and with integrity.

Idimu Police Station: center
of extortion in Lagos State
On July 31, 2020 RULAAC also RULAAC issued a
periodic assessment of the conduct of law
enforcement based on reports received from
monitors. It called the attention of Lagos State
Government and Police authorities to the
exploitation by security agents of the 10pm - 4am
curfew in Lagos and Ogun States as opportunity to
harass, exploit and extort money from citizens.
Between the last week of June and the week of July 8,
RULAAC received several calls from commercial
and private drivers from diﬀerent parts of Lagos
complaining that in spite of being caught in a long
stretch of traﬃc; a situation beyond their control, law
enforcement agents randomly picked them out and
either asked them to pay on the spot or ordered them
into a nearby police station where after bargaining
and paying certain amounts demanded by the law
enforcement agents went on.
Those unable or unwilling to pay are detained until
they pay. They are often threatened with the option of

their vehicles being towed to the headquarters of the
Covid-19 enforcement task force where they will
either pay more or charged for violating the curfew
order.
Complaints against oﬃcers stationed around Idimu
Police Area Command, Lagos were rampant. One
Uber driver called last week to complain that he left
Lagos Island early around 7pm heading home to
Igando, hoping to get home before the
commencement of the10pm curfew. But by some
minutes past 10pm, he was still held in traﬃc. When
he approached Idimu, law enforcement oﬃcers at a
checkpoint ostensibly enforcing compliance with
the curfew singled him and other drivers out from
the long stretch of traﬃc gridlock and were forced to
drive into Idimu Area Command Headquarters
nearby. He paid N5,000 before being let go. He said
many other drivers like him were held either by the
road side or inside the police station and were
pleading and explaining to no avail that they started
heading home on time but were caught up in traﬃc.
On July 8, at 10.48 pm, a man driving in his private
car, having left Lagos Island as early as 5 pm, 'in
order to beat the curfew', according to him was also
caught at Palm Groove area and was also held
hostage and required to pay some amounts of
money to be allowed to go. He said by this time,
there were many other vehicles also caught in the
same web of traﬃc lock jam.
While RULAAC always stood against the breach or
violation of government directives and orders
aimed at the containment of the Covid-19
pandemic; and while RULAAC also encouraged
citizens to – as much as possible – comply with
lawful directives, we must also admit that there
were circumstances beyond citizens' control which
inevitably caused them to appear to violate orders. It
was our view that such situations called for
professional discretion and understating by law
enforcement agents.
Lagos State is known for its perennial traﬃc
congestions during certain hours which obstruct
traﬃc ﬂow and impede free movement of vehicles.
Several vehicles and passengers usually get caught
in traﬃc jams and are often delayed for several
hours. Journeys that normally should not last more
than 15 minutes end up lasting between 1 and 3
hours in some cases, often keeping vehicles in long
stretch of gridlock as far as midnight and beyond.
For unscrupulous law enforcement agents, people

caught in this type of situation are deemed to have
violated the curfew and drivers of such vehicles
became easy preys, randomly picked out and ordered
to clear and pull out by the side for no more reason
than to force them to part with money for their
freedom. In some cases, they were directed to nearby
police stations where they ended up being extorted of
money before being allowed to proceed.
RULAAC's Lagos State Monitor who monitored the
situation in Idimu area, reported that the Divisional
Police Oﬃcer (DPO) in charge of Idimu Police
Station and her policemen, under the guise of
enforcing the curfew in Lagos State which initially
started at 8 pm and later extended to 10pm, set up
check points where they stopped vehicles, creating a
gridlock. Many vehicles were ordered to park by the
road side at the same time, creating clusters of
vehicles and persons which violated the physical
distancing protocol. Some were directed into the
Police Station where the Police oﬃcers demanded
money from the drivers before they freed them to go.
According to our monitors, 'The DPO, who was
always wearing jeans with half-hijab which covers
most of her face always came out with her men once it
was 8pm. They would block the road with obstacles
to enforce the curfew, causing traﬃc jam'.
At the initial period when the curfew started at 8pm,
the roadblock was set up at Adebola Street Junction,
opposite GTB. Members of the Adebola community,
who were usually attracted by alterations between
motorists and policemen, with some of the policemen
threatening to shoot, openly discussed the
extortionist activities of the police oﬃcers.
When the curfew was extended to 10pm, the
roadblock was moved to the front of Area 'M' Police
Command, which also houses Idimu Police Station.
Following repeated complaints and 'curses' by
community members against the police, our
monitoring team went to the scene (around Area M)
on July 27, at past 10pm to monitor the situation.
They observed 'the usual' gridlock caused by the
checkpoints set up by the police on both sides of the
road, slowing movement with long queues of
vehicles. 'On that day, the person in charge of the
operation was a short man, wearing a white pair of

trousers and a top. Many vehicles were escorted at
gun point into the station after intense questioning,
which our team couldn't hear'.
Our monitor also noticed that some commercial bus
drivers, who sighted the roadblocks from afar,
reversed, took one way, cut oﬀ from the blocked
route leading to the police checkpoints and entered
an un-tarred street, to come out of Idimu bus stop.
Many passengers, whose drivers were arrested,
were seen at the front of the station, looking
confused.
One of the female passengers, who spoke with us,
said: “The policemen stopped our driver because of
the 10pm curfew. They have marched him and his
bus into the station. But the truth is that our driver
didn't have money. I'm actually heading to Ikotun,
but I don't think that's possible anymore. Let me just
trek back, to my friend's place. I will spend the night
there and continue to Ikotun tomorrow. Police are
just using this curfew to enrich themselves. The
policeman at my place in Ikorodu has bought
tricycle and minibus since this Covid-19 started.”
One Mr. Yemi, an Uber driver, alleged: “Every
vehicle that is ordered into that station, will have to
part with at least N5000.”
Our monitoring team went to Adebola Street. It is
instructive to mention that Adebola Street and Area
'M' are just a stone's throw apart.
One of the Adebola Street, residents, Mr. Gbenga,
said: “My friend was arrested for 'breaking curfew';
they asked him to pay N15, 000. He had to call a
Mopol (Police Mobile Oﬃcer) friend before they
collected N6, 500 from him. If they impound your
car over curfew, it is N10, 000 if it stays overnight,
but if you have N5000 on you and pay immediately,
they'll collect it and allow you to go. They are
making money. In fact, the DPO is the person in
charge of counting impounded vehicles one after the
other. The DPO likes money too much!”
'The Policemen are there every day, beginning from
10pm, curfew time'.
It could be safely said that, in the pretext of

enforcing government laws and directives regarding
Covid-19, law enforcement agents engaged in
harassment and extortion of bribe from hapless
citizens.

Police detention facilities ﬁlled with
suspects in violation of
the IGP's directives

In utter contravention of the IGP's directives, Police
cells and other places of detention by sundry task
force teams ﬂagrantly violated the no-arrest-forminor-oﬀences order and inevitably, also violated the
social distancing protocol in police cells. One among
several cases that aptly illustrates this was this one
reported by our Lagos Monitor.
On June 24, our monitoring team received
information about the arrest of Mr. Kingsley Bajogu,
driver of Toyota Camry (Big for Nothing), marked
SMK 126CZ. He was allegedly arrested for driving
against traﬃc at Oyingbo area of the metropolis and
injuring a policeman in the process. He was arrested

by policemen from the Lagos State Task Force and
taken to their oﬃce at Oshodi, where he was
detained in a cell ﬁlled with other suspects. The
suspect's car was also was impounded.
His detention is contrary to the IGP's Covid-19
prevention directive restricting arrest and detention
only to major oﬀences.
Kingsley was not only detained, but was locked up
with several suspects, an action that can cause the
spread of Covid-19 among the inmates, their
relatives and communities. The fact that three
detention facilities at the task force's oﬃces were all

ﬁlled with suspects also goes contrary to the IGP's
directives aimed at preventing crowding at detention
facilities.
Our monitor spoke with Kinsley's brother, Martin,
concerning his brother's arrest and detention.
He said: “He took a path he was not supposed to take
and task force policemen arrested him. In the process
of trying to arrest him, a policeman was injured. They
are now holding him because of the injured
policeman. The police said they would have allowed

me to bail him, but because of the injured
policeman. They insisted that I should go and see
the injured policeman. They said he was in hospital;
I don't know what the truth is. My brother has been
in detention since yesterday. I saw my brother inside
the cell. There are three cells and all were ﬁlled with
suspects. During the day that I was there, some
people were bailed, but again, more people were
brought in. There should be more than 20 suspects
in each cell.”
Martin promised to revert to our monitor the
following day, but didn't.

Police oﬃcer caught on
camera extorting
N40,000 from motorist

One of the most shameful cases of police extortion in
Lagos was the one in which a Police Oﬃcer was
caught on camera extorting N40,000 from a motorist.
The unidentiﬁed victim was said to have been
'arrested' and his car conﬁscated on Friday April 10
along Ago Palace Road, Okota, apparently for
violating the Lagos State government stay-at-home
order to halt the spread of the novel coronavirus. He
was forced to pay some money before he could get
back in his car.
The video of the incident was posted, Saturday, on
Twitter by Ruggedman (@RuggedyBaba), a
Nigerian actor and rapper. The oﬃcer, Taloju Martins
was seen in the video collecting wads of naira notes in
N1,000 denomination, and counting them to conﬁrm
how much the money was.
The oﬃcer, Mr. Martins, is said to be the station
oﬃcer of the Ago police station.
According to the Twitter post, the victim said he was
on his way to buy some foodstuﬀ and petrol when he
was caught on the road by some police oﬃcers.
“One of the policemen drove my car to Ago Police
station, Okota,” the victim was quoted in the Twitter
post as saying.
“I live at Ago too. When we got there, I met so many
others, we were told to meet the s/o he delayed us
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and when people became tired
and frustrated, people started going in to meet him
one by one, and the least he collect from each of them
was 50k.”
The victim said the oﬃcer agreed to collect N40,000
from him after much pleading.
“I went to the bank and withdrew 40k and gave him,
then he released my key for me. Unknown to him I
recorded him,” the man said.
There were several of such reports of police extortion
in the wake of the lockdown in states across Nigeria
because of the coronavirus. This was in spite of the
inspector general of police, Mohammed Abubakar's
warning that police oﬃcers nationwide should desist
from unprofessional conducts, including violation of
citizens' rights, while enforcing the lockdown.

Extortion, a
'booming business'
for the police in
Abia State:
Ndiegoro Police
Station, one of the
most notorious.
Our Abia State Monitors constantly sent troubling
reports about illicit activities going on daily
especially at the notorious Ndiegoro Police Station
(Cameroun Barracks) where citizens were being
detained on a daily basis over minor oﬀences in
ﬂagrant disregard to the IGP's directive to the
contrary. One of the categories of persons mostly
aﬀected by the recklessness and excesses of
Ndiegoro Police Station were Commercial Tricycle
Operators.
On 8/21/20, RULAAC received a complaint from an
Abia State based human rights organization, Centre
for Human Rights Advocacy and Wholesome
Society (CEHRAWS) entitled 'REPORT ON
THREAT TO LIFE, GROSS INFRINGMENT
OF MR. JUDE EKE CHUKWU'S RIGHTS AND
IMPOUNDMENT OF HIS TRICYCLE SINCE
FRIDAY, AUGUST 14TH, 2020 BY A PATROL
TEAM OF POLICE OFFICERS FROM
NDIEGORO POLICE STATION.
The petition drew our attention to the plight of Mr.
JudeEke Chukwu, 'a law abiding and responsible
citizen of Abia State resident in Aba, a voluntary
member of CEHRAWS and a tricycle operator with
all the required tricycle operational documents intact
and up-to-date'.
The petition read in part: 'Mr. Jude Eke Chukwu is a
married man with children who unfortunately got

into transportation business due to the collapse of his
textile business and the need to sustain his family. He
has always ensured the regular update of his vehicular
documents. This has informed his decision to resist all
corrupt practices, especially monetary extortion by
the police and other law enforcement agencies.
Unfortunately, the aforesaid team of police oﬃcers
from Ndiegoro police station in Aba south L.G.A
marked him out as a stubborn tricycle operator, and
have continuously torment and intimidate him over
his 'stubbornness'
'Sometime in November 2019, the said team stopped
him at their usual road block, discharged his
passengers and had his tricycle impounded for
refusing to part with the 'normal' ﬁfty naira (N50)
'donation' which they daily extort from operators
plying the Etche Road end (Ukwu Mango) to Aba
Main Park'.
'His visit to the aforesaid police station in company of
a staﬀ of our organization to negotiate the release of
his tricycle got the police 'Station Oﬃcer' (SO) in the
person of Inspector. Ike Otuonye, requesting for the
sum of twenty thousand naira (N20,000) before he
could listen to our staﬀ or permit the release of the
tricycle. His unethical behaviour was later reported to
the DCO1 oﬃce by our staﬀ. When summoned, the
SO got infuriated. The SO claimed before the DCO1
that Mr. Jude Eke Chukwu fought his men and
immediately dragged Mr. Jude out of the DCO1's
oﬃce, got him undressed and kept behind the
counter'.
'However, out of professionalism, the DCO1
summoned the notorious patrol team who brought the
tricycle to the station before our staﬀ and inquired
from them of what transpired. The DCO1 thereafter
ordered for the immediate release of Mr. Jude and his
tricycle. He further appealed to our staﬀ to let
sleeping dog lie'.
'Again, on Friday, August 14th, 2020, the same patrol
team now being headed by one Inspector. Philip,
stopped Mr. Jude while on duty with passengers,
ordered the passengers out of the tricycle, took the
tricycle key and instructed that he gets ﬁfty thousand
naira (N50,000) to them at the police station before he
could have his tricycle released to him. According to
them, the sum being requested from him is the sum

total of the daily ﬁfty naira (N50) 'settlement' which
was left unpaid from last year till date. Mr. Jude has
been constantly denied access to the said station in
order to meet with either the DCO1 or the DPO to
negotiate for the release of his tricycle. On the same
day his tricycle was seized (14-08-2020) he visited
but was denied access when the oﬃcers learnt that
the amount he had on him was not up to the
requested amount. The same inhuman behaviour
was also meted out on him on the second day,
Saturday, August 15th, 2020. In the morning hours
of Monday, August 17th, 2020, Mr. Jude met Inspt.
Philip at their usual Etche Road check point. Mr.
Jude's plea to Inspt. Philip for the release of his
tricycle met with serious threat to his life.
Unethically, Inspt. Philip pointed his gun at Mr.
Jude with a warning not to provoke him by coming
for that tricycle without the requested N50,000.00.
Threatening further, Inspt. Philip said, 'If you try
anything funny, I will send you to your ancestors
and nothing will happen.'
'Sir, with respect to the above stated, …is also an
opportunity to liberate law abiding tricycle
operators and the entire citizens of Aba from the
constant extortion, abuse and intimidation by such
unethical police oﬃcers'.
APPEAL: We at CEHRAWS humbly appeal with
respect, that the Nigeria Police Force (NPF) should
without delay, instruct the said patrol team at the
said station to kindly release the said tricycle and
pay Mr. Jude the total sum of money he would have
earned during these days that his tricycle, which
happens to be his only means of livelihood has
remained impounded., among other request.
Action by RULAAC
RULAAC forwarded this complaint to the PPRO
Abia State with the following message:
8/21/20, 6:59 PM - Rule of Law and Accountability:
Bro, Good morning. I hope you're doing well.
I received the above petition. There are many such
complaints against Ndiegoro Police Station. The
Command needs to do something to bring the
notorious station under control
The next day, the PPRO got back to me and said:
The matter has been resolved, tricycle released and
Mr. Jude compensated for the days the tricycle was
impounded. Thanks a lot my brother
According to one of the Abia monitors, 'Ndiegoro is

the most notorious station in Abia.'
It became so intolerable that RULAAC had to write a
letter to the Commissioner of Police, Abia State
leading to the CP summoning the DPO. We
understand that the DPO was eventually removed.
Yet, the criminal activities, arrest and detention and
extortion continued.
In the June 2020 report by one of the Abia State
Monitors, she wrote, 'Extortion has become second
name to our security personnel. The covid-19 era
brought an increase in the daily income of security
personnel within Abia State. 'Business' boomed at
Waterside in Aba. Tricycle operators who carried
more passengers than were approved by the
government were extorted and given a pass to
continue. The number of 'collection' check points
increased along the old Aba-Umuahia road.
Our Abia monitors further reported that 'the Army
check point at Obikabia junction was a well-rewarded
accomplice to transporters and traders from Akwa
Ibom who daily ﬂouted the interstate border closure
order'.

Anambra State
RULAAC Monitors in Anambra State sent in reports
of extortion by policemen enforcing Covid-19
Directives.

Onitsha
In Onitsha North Local Government, precisely at
Sokoto road, Onitsha Main Market, there were
reports of men of the Special Anti-Robbery Squad
(SARS) arresting customers who did not wear face
masks at the market and extorting the sum of ﬁve
thousand Naira (N5,000) from each of them as
penalty. There were also reports of manhandling of
the oﬀenders by the security agents. According to the
sources, the unidentiﬁed police operatives only wore
SARS vests and drove vehicles that were not branded.

Awka
One of the Anambra monitors reported the following
cases of Police extortion in Awka

On the 22nd of July, 2020, I uncovered the activities
of Policemen at the Aroma Bay Station in Awka
under 'B' Division of Anambra State Police
Command. The policemen were stopping
commuters and pedestrians who were not putting
on facemasks and collecting varying sums of
money as penalty from the oﬀenders.
The police team of three only had one of them
properly dressed in uniform and I identiﬁed him as
Ejim Augustine but the uniform bore no service
number. The others wore police cardigan and
camouﬂage polo.
On the said day, they stopped one Douglas from
Taraba (I have his phone number) who was moving
from Amansea to Awka in a bus. Speaking in an
interview I had with him after the ordeal, Douglas
said the policemen asked him to enter inside their
patrol van where they requested that he gives them
two thousand naira as penalty for not putting on
facemask. After much pleadings, the policemen
allowed him go when they searched him and found
that he had no money on him. (I had a recorded
video interview with the victim)
Also, on the 28th of July, 2020, the same set of
Police operatives also stopped another citizen,
Okechukwu Augustine who had his facemask but
was not putting it on.
He was inside a bus and they were stopped and
asked him to come down. He explained to them that
he was in a hurry because his boss sent him on an
errand but they asked him to enter their car. They
asked him what he will pay to free himself but he
told them that he is still under somebody and had no
money. They threatened to take him to State CID
unless he paid the sum of N2,000. He pleaded with
them to collect the N500 he had with him and allow
him go and after much pleadings, they collected the
money and told him to go. He revealed that there
was another woman they kept inside their vehicle
for the same oﬀence at the same time they had him.
Following this revelation, I had to climb a nearby
tree close to the spot to be able to capture their dirty
deals with other victims.
Actions taken- After assembling the evidence, I
reached out to the Commissioner of Police in

Anambra State, John Abang and through the Public
Relations Oﬃcer of the State Police Command,
Haruna Mohammed, I was able to contact the DPO of
“B” Division on 08033969550, under whose
jurisdiction, the men are. He called me back to get
details on the development and said a team has been
sent out to monitor and report back on the incident.
He further explained that his men have been warned
to conduct themselves properly and stop enforcing
Covid-19 protocols. I observed a day later that the
said oﬃcers had been replaced with new policemen
at the bay station.
Stranded travelers and residents extorted, rather
than assisted
One of our Anambra Monitors also received an SOS
from a female broadcaster with Ogene FM radio
whose friend was visiting from Delta state and had to
arrive upper Iweka (at Onitsha) very late. The
broadcaster in Awka had to call a male friend in
Onitsha to help pick her up. The guy drove to
Boromeo area, and Police oﬃcers held him for
Curfew violation. And in the end, they collected 20
thousand naira from them that night. Several people
who were stranded that night because of the curfew
were forced to pay N20, 000. Not by armed robbers or
area boys, but by the Nigeria Police.
Uche Ndeke of Radio Nigeria later obtained the name
of the police oﬃcer who extorted the money. He gave
his name as Attah, from Kogi state. He forced the
victim to go and withdraw from ATM and bring to
them. He even exchanged phone number with the
oﬃcer.
Attah the police oﬃcer gave his phone number
(08067030008).
Our Monitor contacted the Anambra State PPRO,
Haruna who informed him that 'the Commissioner of
Police CP John B. Abang, fdc had directed the X
Squad to investigate the matter and ﬁsh out the
alleged culprit please. Thanks'.

CP Anambra Warns Police
Oﬃcers to leave enforcement of
Covid-19 measures to task force
and focus on their core mandate
Worried by numerous complaints of police
misconduct in the pretense of enforcing Covid-19,
the CP Anambra State Police Command in late June,
2020, issued a directive to police oﬃcers in the state
to the eﬀect that 'Police should not arrest violators
of face masks rather Ocha brigade, Atma and
other Civil task force shall enforce compliance.
This is to enable Police focus on more serious
security challenges”. The CP also directed the
arrest of fake Covid-19 enforcement teams who
were harassing and extorting money from citizens.
The Commissioner of Police in Anambra, CP John
Abang directed police personnel to hands oﬀ
enforcement of COVID-19 directives and focus on
crime ﬁghting. This directive was followed by the
State Governor's directive that only operatives of
the Anambra State Traﬃc Management Agency
(ATMA) and the Operation Clean and Healthy
Anambra (OCHA) Brigade and other accredited
taskforces in various markets are to enforce the
COVID-19 protocols in the state.
However, these directives are not being followed by
police operatives as there have been reports of them
not only doing the enforcement, but also extorting

citizens.

Kaduna State

It must be admitted that many of the cases brought to
the attention of the Anambra State CP and PPRO were
promptly treated and resolved.

RULAAC's Kaduna State monitors reported 'high
level of Joint Security Personnel (JSP), not only the
Police, extorting from motorists at Local
Government bordering other states like Zaria LGA
bordering Kano; Sanga LGA bordering Plateau; and
Chikun LGA and Kachia LGA bordering
Abuja/Niger'.

RULAAC commended the CP Anambra for issuing
the directive for the arrest of fake Covid-19 Task
Force Teams and warning police oﬃcers to focus on
their core duties and to leave Covid-19 enforcement to
designated task force teams.

INTERSTATE MOVEMENT
RESTRITIONS PROVIDED
AVENUES FOR CORRUPT
DEALINGS between law
enforcement agents who were
supposed to enforce the
restriction and the drivers who
violated the restriction order
According to a report by one of our Abia Monitors,
'the restriction on interstate movement was only in
principle as it relates to Abia State. The law
enforcement agencies saw it as an avenue for money
making. In the month of June, vehicles were moving
in and out of the state. I interviewed some commercial
drivers who preferred to be anonymous and told me
they pay law enforcement agencies at the boundaries
and they allow them to pass. They pay as much as ﬁve
hundred Naira (N500) and one thousand Naira to
(N1000). On 15th June 2020 I was at boundary of Abia
State and Imo State along Port Harcourt/Enugu
Expressway and observed that what the drivers told
me was true. I observed the same thing at the
Owerrinta bridge which is another boundary. The
worst thing about this place is that there are 2 police
check points, Navy check point, FRSC and Abia
Covid-19 Team. All of them collect money from
drivers and allow them to pass.'

The high level of insecurity in Kaduna State
hindered RULAAC monitors in Kaduna State from
continuing to monitor police conduct in the context
of enforcement of Inspector-General of Police's
COVID-19 directives and government ordered
health and safety protocols. Over the months, scores
have been killed and many displaced by bandits in
Southern Kaduna and other parts of the North-West.
RULAAC in a statement said the group was
seriously disturbed about the total breakdown of law
and order and the reign of terror, violence,
destruction, arson, looting and impunity by the
bandits in the area.
RULAAC has received reports from its monitors in
Kaduna and from several other sources of
unchallenged daily attacks on communities in
Southern Kaduna resulting in high numbers of
human casualties, kidnappings, rape, destruction
and looting of homes and farms and dislocation of
families.
These attacks were happening almost on a daily
basis in spite of the curfew imposed by the Kaduna
State governor, Nasir El-Rufai since March 2020
and notwithstanding the high numbers of security
agencies and establishments including the police,
military and the state security service in the state.
Despite the huge presence of security agencies in the
state, there is no security response to these incessant
attacks. Communities are left practically at the
mercy of the rampaging bandits who operate
without challenge, attacking, killing and injuring
hundreds of defenceless residents in communities.
Community representatives also report that their
distress calls and outcry for help have been ignored
by the state government and security agencies in the
state.

Despite this huge security presence in Kaduna State
and the curfew in place, all these mass atrocities have
continued unabated without any of the bandits
arrested or the communities protected from their
further onslaught. Instead, when citizens protest
against attacks, they are arrested by the same security
agencies that have failed to protect them from
attacks.”

The group also called on the military, other security
agencies to set up a transparent process for weeding
out the bad eggs among them.
We hope that the governor and his security team
adopt more creative ways of securing the people
considering that more people have died during
these restrictions, which renders the curfew
useless.

Post lockdown extortion:
The ubiquity and menace
of security checkpoints
on public highways

Nigeria imposed its ﬁrst round of lockdown in late
March. President Buhari on April 27 announced the
gradual easing of the ﬁve-week lockdown in FCT,
Lagos and Ogun.
The lockdown was eased to a nationwide night curfew
(8 p.m. to 6 a.m.) from May 4 to May 17.
Many states, however, amended the curfew time,
largely to commence from 10 p.m. and end at 5 a.m.
The ﬁrst phase of the relaxed lockdown was extended
by two weeks and elapsed midnight June 1. The
second phase commenced June 2 and elapses by
midnight today, June 29. The federal government
lifted the ban on interstate travels with eﬀect from July
1, 2020. Interstate travels could however, only be done
outside curfew hours with eﬀect from July 1 2020.
Weeks after the easing of the interstate movement in
July, 'security checkpoints' remained in their high
numbers extorting money from motorists. They all
couldn't be legal checkpoints.
This situation continued until the commencement of
the EndSARS protests in October which was triggered
by killings by SARS in Delta and Rivers State within
one week. Complaints were rife about the unjustiﬁable
high numbers of security checkouts by diﬀerent
security agencies: police, army, customs along Ogun
State - Benin - Asaba-Enugu and Onitsha-Owerri
highways.
The purpose that checkpoints are meant to serve was
defeated by the menace these ones constituted and the
hardships they caused people traveling on those
routes.
Between Ogun State and Asaba (Niger bridge),
travelers estimated that there were no less than 100
checkpoints mounted at close distance in between by
various security agencies but especially the police.
Between Onitsha and Owerri, there were between 25
and 30 checkpoints. They put obstacles on both sides
of the highways narrowing the roads and forced all
vehicles to line up in one single ﬁle and all that the
security agents did was to collect money from virtually
all commercial and private vehicle users.
This caused delays and suﬀering for the road users.
Travel times were unduly extended by several hours in
addition to other inconveniences.

Calls on the Inspector General of Police and heads
of other security agencies to reduce the numbers of
checkpoints, monitor the activities of the operatives
to ensure that they don't constitute a problem at the
highways were unheeded until the commencement
of the #EndSARS protests when they disappeared.
Security and law enforcement agencies should be a
solution to crime and social disorder not constitute
threat and menace to citizens.
We continued to receive complaints from citizens
concerning the activities of law enforcement
agencies at the Highway checkpoints. One of the
messages sent to one of our Anambra Monitor on
July 2, 2020 illustrates the anguish that road users
experienced and expressed over the excesses of
security agencies at interstate checkpoints, even
after the lifting of the restriction on interstate
movement:
'Right at the boundary between Imo state and Rivers
state, the Okehie Anti Robbery Police division of
Rivers state with vehicle Reg number NPF 1604- D
Pick up van with inscription 'Anti Robbery Police
Patrol, Okehie Division' still blocked the express
way and are collecting N1000 from motorists to
pass through. I thought the federal government has
lifted the ban on interstate movement.
Pamela Igwe, a journalist, also wrote:
"Imo state boundaries too, at Akowa they were
collecting money too when I enquired, I was told
that it was Governor's decision not to open
boundaries and I begin to wonder is Uzodimma
more powerful than Boss Mustapha"

SQUALID AND
CONGSTED CELLS

Reports from our state monitors clearly indicated that
police cells in many states remained jam-packed with
people arrested for minor oﬀences, in some cases
people detained until they were able to 'bail'
themselves. The cells were in squalid conditions unﬁt
for human habitation. One of our Abia State monitors
interviewed one Mrs. Nancy Ugwuanya who was
arrested on 16th June and released 2 days later at
Uratta Police Station, Aba. She conﬁrmed that the
sanitary condition at the station was horrible and
suspects were detained without regards to the Covid-

19 Regulations. One important point highlighted by
the monitor was that 'the judiciary is not helping
matters as defendants are denied bail without any
justiﬁcation. On 24th June 2020, the Federal High
Court Umuahia ordered that 4 suspects who have
been in police custody since February 2020 be
further remanded in police custody. This kind of
court order is capable of overcrowding police cells
which is not desirable at a time like this. The order
of the court was made in charge No.
FHC/UM/CR/30/2020 IGP VS. CHIOMA GOLD

& 3 ORS.'
One of our FCT monitors reported the case of
Ugochinyere who was 'abducted in a violent manner
by men of the Nigeria Police Force' on Thursday,
June 18, 2020, at about 5:30p.m., as he left the
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC)
HQ after attending a meeting.
According to the victim, he was arrested based on
comments made about the shady attempt to pass the
Control of Infectious Diseases Bill, “comments that I
strongly stand on for, which even in international and
local fora we have been commended for standing
against the plot of using of our legislature to pursue
sinister objectives.”
Acting on a petition raised by Femi Gbajabiamila the
speaker of the House, the Police Force acted without
Warrant and arrested Ugochinyere. The court had
earlier barred him from sending the report to police
and Department of State Services (DSS) and for an
arrest or investigation not be made based on the
documents, but they disobeyed the court. According
to Ugochinyere, “Despite all the above, they
summarily threw me into the overcrowded cell in
Maitama Police Station despite the COVID-19
dangers for a non-existent oﬀence.” However, his
lawyers subsequently obtained a further order of the
Federal Capital Territory (FCT) High Court for his

unconditional release.
RULAAC's Lagos monitor reported that
Intelligence Response Team (IRT) Lagos State
Oﬃce was not complying with Covid-19 safety
rules and guidelines.
On June 29, our monitoring team was at IRT Lagos
Oﬃce at the GRA, Ikeja. We observed that Covid19 protocols were not being observed at all. There
was no provision for water and soap for hand
washing. There were also no hand sanitizers. In
fact, policemen were seen crammed in diﬀerent
small oﬃces. Majority of the policemen were not
wearing face masks and many of them were seen
shaking hands and not maintaining social
distancing. These policemen are obviously putting
themselves, their suspects and relatives at risk.
Many of them said that Covid-19 was not real.
Sadly, our team couldn't get to the detention area.
The escape of 29 detainees from the cells of the
Central Police State (CPS), Umuahia, Abia State
on July 20, 2020 was the inevitable consequence of
overcrowding in police cells in Abia State.
RULAAC spoke with authorities of Abia State
Police Command who conﬁrmed that the detainees
escaped at night from both the female and male

cells. According to our monitor, one of the escapees identiﬁed as Chioma Gold, is standing trial at the Federal
High Court with 3 others for the oﬀence of child stealing but the police changed her charge to terrorism.
The Police later said they re-arrested 20 out of the 29 escaped detainees but failed to explain what caused the
escape.
However, rumours of complaints about congestion in the cells and scare of the outbreak of coronavirus at the
State CID Umuahia was alleged to have sparked fears of the spread of the virus among inmates at the CPS cell.
We were informed that Police authorities were already taking measures to ensure that the disease did not
spread to other police formations in Umuahia while samples were taken from detainees at Central Police

Station Umuahia for test, although they had denied
any outbreak among the inmates.
RULAAC commended the oﬃcers at Abia State
Police Command who were involved in the operation
to re-arrest the 29 escaped inmates, for exercising
restraint during the operation. There was no report of
misuse of force or casualty during the operation.
But we also called for an inquire into the reason the
detainees made the escape.
“It is also important to ascertain the categories of
oﬀences of the detainees to know if they fall within
categories of oﬀences permitted under the IGP's
directive to detain accused persons. It is also
important to ascertain the conditions and security of
the cells and whether there was/is congestion,
maltreatment of inmates or fear about infection.
'It is clear, however, that the refusal by correctional
centres to accept persons on trial ordered by courts to
be remanded in prison, has forced Judges and
Magistrates in Abia and in many other States to order
the remand of defendants in police cells thereby
creating challenges for the Police with regards to
eﬀorts to ensure decongestion of Police cells. This has

led to breaches of the IGP's directive that arrests
and detention should be minimized to only major
oﬀences.'
OTHER INCIDENTS of harassment, arrest,
detention and extortion
Two female lawyers arrested, detained by task
force
On 7/9/20, RULAAC received an urgent
information and request to intervene in the arrest
of two members of NBA Lagos branch who had
been detained by task force oﬃcers for over 3
hours. They were arrested around Water
cooperation in Oniru. The task force had taken
their car keys and moved them to several
locations. They were at Jakande bus stop (under
bridge), Lekki as at the time we received the
information.
The task force had informed them that they would
take them to Oshodi- task force headquarters but
instead of doing this, they took them from place
to place along the route from Water cooperation

axis to Jakande.
It was getting over 3 hours that they had been detained
and it was getting late. The ladies were getting very
worried - they said that 'area boys' (hoodlums) were
beginning to mill around the area - they felt very
unsafe.
Meanwhile, they could not see any names or other
identiﬁcation badges on the clothing of any of the
police oﬃcers and task force operatives
Action taken by RULAAC
RULAAC promptly contacted the Lagos State Police
PRO and the Commander RRS simultaneously.
The RRS Commander was the ﬁrst the respond
sending the number of the Chairman of the Taskforce
CSP Egbeyemi 0803 333 5729 and we contacted him.
Shortly after, the PPRO Lagos State Police Command
Bala Elkana sent the following message:
'Good evening sir, I have forwarded the message to
the Chairman of the Taskforce. The lawyers were
arrested for driving against traﬃc (following one
way). The vehicles are now at Taskforce oﬃce, the
lawyers will face Mobile Court tomorrow. They have
been released to return tomorrow'.

surety for her husband. RULAAC further contacted
the Lagos State Police PRO urging him to intervene.
The PPRO called later to inform RULAAC's
Executive Director that Ifeanyi had been released.
His wife also conﬁrmed this.
Raids of neighbourhoods and random arrests
Onyekachi Mbazuigwe, a resident of Somolu Lagos,
informed RULAAC that on Thursday 2nd July, at
about 10:15pm he went to 2 buildings away from his
house at Olbiran Street, Somolu, to buy call credit.
On his way back, just in front of his house, a
Volkswagen bus without headlights drove towards
his direction. It turned out that the occupants were
policemen on a raid and they ordered him into the
bus without any explanation. According to him,
'That bus was ﬁlled up, and people were sitting on
each other. I saw the police hustling for money on
citizens, arresting anyone on sight without listening
to any reason. They took us to Alade police station,
by Balogun street Shomolu'.

Wife cannot stand surety for
detained husband 'because
they are one'
On May 31, 2020 RULAAC received the complaint
concerning the arrest and detention of one Ifeanyi
Ndidi at Alapere Police Station, Ikorodu by one
Inspector Peter. Ifeanyi's wife reported that her
husband was arrested and detained over alleged
stealing which he denied. RULAAC contacted the
IPO and told him his action contravened the IGP's
clear directives prohibiting detention except for major
oﬀences as part of measures to decongest cells and
curb the spread of Covid-19. RULAC requested the
IPO to allow a surety for his release. Ifeanyi's wife
who had been at the police station oﬀered to stand as
surety. She explained to the IPO that they live in
Igbogbo (Ikorodu) and that she left her 7month old
baby with someone to come to the station. As at that
time, curfewed started by 8pm and she needed to be
on her way early. But Inspector Peter said he could not
allow her stand surety for her husband because a man
and a woman are one under the law. RULAAC then
contacted the DPO Alapere and requested him to
intervene. He also said they can't accept the woman as

He said 'the raiding ended at about 2am, and the
station was ﬁlled with people. A few who could raise
money very early on Friday left, because those on
duty wanted to make some money before the DPO
arrives. And I was one of them. I was arrested by this
very Sargent whom I know very well "Abel". I
wondered how these cheap advantages taken by the
Nigerian police could help to ﬁght the covid-19
pandemic. People who arrived from work, just to
park their vehicle were dragged out and got raided'.

Anambra
On the 17th of June, 2020, an Anambra State Based
legal practitioner, Barr. Okite, and a member of
Police Stakeholders Partnership Forum, Anambra
State drew the attention of RULAAC to the case of
one Mrs. Nneka Ugwu who was arrested on the 16th
June, 2020 in her house at Little Johny Street Okoti
Odekpe Ogbaru LGA., by police oﬃcers from state
CID, Amawbia. She was arrested in lieu of her
husband Ejike Ugwu whom the police said was
indebted to some persons to the tune of about 3
million Naira, before he travelled outside Nigeria for
business before COVID-19 lockdown. As it was, he
had not been able to return to Nigeria. It was gathered
that the elder brother to Ezike, Mr. Okwudili had paid
those creditors the sum of N250,000 and urged them
to be patient until Ejike returns to pay them the
outstanding. She was detained for some hours at State
CID Amawbia, later forcefully taken to her house
where the police impounded and drove her husband's
car to the State CID, Amawbia. They continued to
detain her and her husband's vehicle at the State CID
insisting that the debt must be paid fully before they
would release her and the car. RULAAC called the
attention of the Anambra State Police Public
Relations Oﬃcer (PPRO) SP. Haruna Mohammed
who intervened and secured the release of Mrs.
Nneka.

RAPE AND OTHER SEXUAL

AND GENDER BASED
VIOLENCE DURING THE
ENFORCEMENT
OF LOCKDOWN

RULAAC monitors reported many cases of rape
and other sexual abuse by security agencies
enforcing lockdown across the states. One of the
incidents occurred in Rivers State on date involved
a Police Oﬃcer at a checkpoint. The police oﬃcers
allegedly abducted and raped a 23-year-old widow,
Queen Olaka for not wearing a face mask. She was
arrested at a police checkpoint at Saakpenwaa in Tai
LGA, Rivers State for not wearing nose mask and
later taken at gun point in the night to a guest house
where the leader of the team identiﬁed as Inspector
of Police Peter Ebah allegedly raped her till the next
day. She was brought out of the commercial vehicle
at about 6:30pm and held till 10pm. The oﬃcers
instead of going to station diverted her to guest
house, where the leader held her and raped her till
morning before letting her to go. The Rivers State
Police Command said it commenced investigation
into the matter.
At the headquarter of the Rivers State Police
Command in Port Harcourt on July 30, 2020 both
the victim and the alleged police rapist gave
diﬀerent accounts of what transpired between them.
The command said Ibah would remain in detention
until the conclusion of the investigation into the
allegation against him.
The inspector denied raping the 23-year-old widow,
saying there was no resistance from her.
But Olaka insisted that Ibah dragged down her
trouser and had his way despite her resistance,
alleging that he also raped her the second time.
“She said, “My husband has been in the mortuary
for two year now. I have not buried my husband
because of issues I have with my husband people.
Maybe he took advantage of me when he heard my
husband is in the mortuary.
“About past 12am, he raped me; I was helpless. I
slept oﬀ. Later in the morning he did it again and

asked me to give him my phone number. I was afraid
because we were alone.”
The widow added that she gave the policeman her
account number as evidence.
The state Police Public relations Oﬃcer, Nnamdi
Omoni said, “The matter is still being investigated.
The Commissioner of Police has said the matter
should be transferred to the State Criminal
Investigation and Intelligence Department, for
further investigation.
He said, “For now let us exercise some restraint and
be calm until the conclusion of the investigation. I
can trust that the CP is going to bring about justice in
this matter. Justice will not only be done, but be seen
to be done. We will get to the root of the matter.”
Another case of rape was brought to the
attention of one of RULAAC's Anambra State
Monitors On 8 August 5, 2020.
One of the Illegal Covid-19 Task Force Teams
intercepted, abducted and raped some girls for not
wearing face Masks at Nkpor, Idemili North
Council Area, Anambra State.

A Mitsubishi bus with registration number-Lagos
CH675 LSR allegedly used by the fake Covid-19
task force team was abandoned in front of New
Parts Market, Nkpor, when some residents
intercepted them at about 9pm.
According to a witness, Mr. Friday Nweke,
members of the fake team were raping some girls
they abducted for not wearing face mask inside the
bus, when a commercial tricyclist hit the bus and
alerted some boys living within the axis.
Mr. Nweke said, the criminals left the bus and ran
away before the boys in the neighborhood smashed

the windscreen and punctured the tyres of the bus.
He lamented the menace of the fake Covid-19 task
force in the state.
Another witness, Mr. Theodore Anyanwu said women
are mostly the victims of the fake Cocid-19 task force
lamenting how women and girls are being abused as a
result and called on traditional rulers of Onitsha,
Obosi and Nkpor to assist in checkmating such
activities within their
domain.
Oggor Oranu an eye witness observed that personal
belongings of women including underwears, clothes,
wrapped moi-moi, Covid-19 task force aprons were
scattered in the bus.
We are making contacts with relevant authorities.

As angry people surrounded the bus, the alleged
perpetrators reportedly absconded from the scene,
leaving the vehicle behind. The spokesperson for
Anambra State Police Command told the Daily
Post, a Nigerian newspaper, that a bus was found
abandoned and taken to the police station, while an
investigation continues. The police are yet to give an
update on the case and no arrests have been made.

Ogun – task force assaults a
woman

On July 28, Pamela was travelling on a public bus on
her way to Port Harcourt, the capital of south-central
Rivers State, about 45km west of Bori. Upon reaching
a checkpoint in the town of Sakpenwa, 25km outside
Bori, at 6:30pm, Pamela says four police oﬃcers
arrested her for not wearing a face mask.
Then, she says, they drove her to a guest house where
one of the oﬃcers raped her “till dawn” after
“threatening to kill” her if she did not cooperate.
“I've not been myself and have fainted twice since the
rape incident,” said Pamela, whose husband died
more than two years ago leaving her alone with their
toddler and newborn baby. “Because of my
deteriorating health, I had to move in here to live with
my mother so I can be cared for.”

Accusations of assault
Pamela is not the only woman in Nigeria to say she has
been assaulted by those supposedly enforcing
coronavirus prevention measures.
In the town of Nkpor in Nigeria's southeastern
Anambra State, men wearing the yellow vests of a
government COVID-19 compliance and enforcement
team – a civilian task force mandated to work during
the pandemic – were allegedly seen raping a girl they
had arrested for not wearing a face mask.
The assault allegedly occurred inside a vehicle the
task force used for work, but witnesses said the bus
was not inscribed with government insignia. It is
unclear whether the alleged perpetrators were actually
part of the task force or just posing as members of it.

On June 22, 2020 RULAAC issued an update
following another incident of violent attack on a
woman in Ogun State. RULAAC received with
serious concern information about violence against
a woman at Ojodu Abiodun Area of Ifo Local
Government by an oﬃcial of Ogun State
Government involved in the enforcement of the
Covid-19 lockdown in the State. The oﬃcial was
caught in a video kicking and hitting the woman for
allegedly violating the lockdown in the State.
RULAAC was however happy to note that the
violent oﬃcial, who clearly demonstrated that he
was unﬁt for the responsibility assigned to him, had
been arrested on the orders of the Transition
Chairman of Ifo Local Government, Mr. Fola
Salami who responded promptly ordering the arrest
of the oﬃcial after watching the video of this
despicable act.

The transition chairman rightly described the action
as 'shocking' and 'grossly inhumane' and added: “On
this note, I am suspending all oﬃcials involved
without pay, until further notice. Rest assured, the
public should be aware that all hands are on deck on
this issue and whoever is found guilty will be dealt
with decisively".
RULAAC commended the Local Government
Transition Chairman for his prompt and responsible
action while also commending the woman for
courageously capturing the evidence of her
unwarranted maltreatment on video.
We expressed our hope that the matter would be
promptly, transparently and eﬀectively investigated
by police authorities and the culprits immediately
tried in accordance with the appropriate law to ensure
that he is appropriately punished for deterrence.
According to RULAAC's Ogun State Monitor, who
monitored the incident at the boundary between
Lagos and Ogun state, Ojodu Abiodun area under Ifo
local government, Ogun state, around 12:00 pm, Mrs.
Alesh Tolu was assaulted by Mr. Peter and Ogun
State Covid-19 task force oﬃcials from Ifo Local
government. An oﬃcial of Ifo Local Government
Area of Ogun State identiﬁed as Mr. Peter assaulted a
woman, Mrs. Tolu Adesh, for refusing to part with
N15,000 bribe and recording the illegal activity of the
oﬃcers.
The incident occurred on Saturday 20th june,2020
afternoon inside Ojodu-Abiodun LGA secretariat in
the presence of the woman's husband.
The woman beater, Mr. Peter was captured in the
video spinning acrobatics, slapping and even pushing
down the woman's phone and ordered that their tyres
be deﬂated for refusing to pay N15,000.
On the video shared on the social media, the woman
said she and her husband were on their way to a mall
to buy their son a birthday present.
The LGA Transition Chairman, Fola Salami
conﬁrmed the incidence and said all members of the
team has been suspended without salary while Mr.
Peter has been arrested by the police.

Osun State
On June 20, 2020 two oﬃcers brutalized another
woman, Tola Azeez, in Odo Ori Market in Iwo,
Osun State while she stepped out to buy some
medication at a neighborhood pharmacy on the date
of incident
The action of the police oﬃcers was condemned by
police authorities, the Osun State Government and
the Oluwo of Iwo. The video of Police oﬃcer
Sergeant Iku Esan and his colleagues ﬂogging the
woman for sitting outside her house in Iwo, Osun
state went viral. The Woman sat in front of her
house with some older women and a Police oﬃcer
(Sergeant Iku Esan), asked her what she was doing
in front of the house and the woman asked in reply:
“is there anything bad in staying in front of my
house?”
Suddenly the police oﬃcers started ﬂogging her as
the woman kept telling them to stop ﬂogging her.
'Within 3 minutes, the rest of the Police oﬃcers
came and joined hands and kept ﬂogging her.'
In a tweet, the victim conﬁrmed the assault.
“This is me being beaten by the police today on my
way to get drugs and some relief materials for my
people.” The Osun State Commissioner of Police,
Babatunde Kokumo, was quoted to have said he had
ordered the arrest and detention of the oﬃcers
involved.
Also, the Inspector-General of Police, Muhammed
Adamu, in a series of tweets on the same day, said
the police will not condone any act of misconduct
and recklessness on the part of its personnel under
his watch. He announced the arrest of the oﬃcers
identiﬁed as Inspector Ikuesan Taiwo and corporal
Abass Ibrahim. “…The duo are currently being
detained and their orderly room trial had since
commenced,” the police wrote.
He appealed to Nigerians to continue to cooperate
with the police leadership “as it strives to reposition
the NPF into an eﬀective, eﬃcient and peoplefriendly force”

RULAAC's monitor reported that as at the end of June, Ogun state government
had recorded a total of 53 sexual abuse cases: 21 rape cases, 30 deﬁlements, 1
sexual assault, and 1 indecent assault since the epidemic started. Total number of
suspects arrested was 50.

HARASSMENTOf

JOURNALISTS

In the pretext of enforcing curfew, security agents
overreached themselves, arrested journalists, health
workers and other essential service providersexempted from movement restrictions - while
discharging their oﬃcial duties.

In the night of Tuesday, May 19, 2020 police
oﬃcers enforcing the 8 pm to 5am curfew in Lagos
arrested many essential workers, including
journalists and doctors, for allegedly defying the
curfew imposed in Lagos, Ogun and the FCT as part

of the measures to check the spread of Covid-19
pandemic in the country.
According to Premium Times, a reporter who
witnessed the arrests said they were malicious.
The report said further that the police mounted several
checkpoints on several parts of Lagos on the night of
Tuesday to enforce the curfew during which they
arrested many essential workers.
The health workers, journalists, bank oﬃcials and
other essential workers were caught in heavy rushhour traﬃc complicated by the checkpoints when they
were arrested.
Among those arrested were Ivy Kanu, a crime
correspondent with TVC News, and Chuks Oluigbo,
the News Editor of BusinessDay newspaper.
They were later detained at a police station and their
vehicles impounded.

Mr. Adekunle said the police mounted a checkpoint
at Testing Ground, Alausa shortly after 8 p.m. when
the traﬃc had built up to Allen Avenue roundabout.
“I had to abandon my car and trek to the front to see
what was happening. The police said it was total
lockdown for everyone and no exemption for
anybody, including doctors, journalists and others,”
Mr. Adekunle said.
He said the oﬃcers refused to allow anyone go,
saying that was the instruction given to them.
“Despite all our entreaties, they said no. Bankers
who were on essential duties, feeding money into the
ATMs, some of them had letters, they said no. They
told us they would impound all our vehicles and
hand them over to the task force in the morning.”

Yusuf Adekunle, the Head of Investigation at The
Nation newspaper who was also held up in the traﬃc,
told PREMIUM TIMES that the journalists were
arrested out of police annoyance at the media.

Mr. Adekunle said the DPO of the division later
came to tell the people that nobody would be
allowed to leave and that in the morning, their
vehicles would be handed over to the task force.
“I had to go back, maneuver and even do one-way to
get out of there, because I had already spent more
than seven hours in the traﬃc,” he narrated.

“They were all angry that all the loopholes in the
Covid-19 directives, the media were heaping them on
the police,” he said.

Mr. Adekunle said he was later intercepted by
another oﬃcer at another checkpoint who insisted
that nobody was exempted.

'Order from above’

“They were all angry, every one of them was saying
the same thing. They were blaming the media that we
heaped all the blames of not observing total lockdown
on the police and that they were not eﬀective.
Apparently, they were angry because of that,” he said.
At the end of a virtual conference with zonal assistantinspector general of police and state commissioners
of police on Tuesday, Mohammed Adamu, the
inspector-general of police, ordered a “strict
enforcement” of the national curfew and inter-state
movement restriction imposed by the federal
government.
The police issued a clariﬁcation hours later saying
people on essential services are exempted from the
movement restriction.

Doctors' react
Reacting to the arrest of its members, the Nigerian
Medical Association (NMA) in Lagos directed
members to proceed on an indeﬁnite sit-at-home strike
starting from 6 p.m. on Wednesday.
According to a report by the News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN), the NMA said the sit-at order will run until the
conﬂict between the directives of the state
government and law enforcement agents is resolved.
“The Lagos State Branch of the NMA has resolved
that it is presently unsafe for its members to continue
to provide healthcare services under the present
confused arrangement.
“We resolve that all doctors under the auspices of the
Nigerian Medical Association in Lagos to proceed on
a sit-at-home starting from 6.00 p.m. today, May 20,
indeﬁnitely.
“Until such time when the state government and the
Commissioner of Police, are clear on how they wish
to operationalise the lockdown/restriction of
movement directive as it relates to essential service
and service providers, including healthcare services
and doctors,” the NMA leaders said.
The spokesperson of the police in Lagos, Bala Elkana,
did not respond to calls and a text message asking for
his comments for this story.

O n A u g u s t 11 , 2 0 2 0
Committee to Protect
Journalists also reported
that 'Nigerian journalist
Sikiru Obarayese (was)
attacked by police while
covering COVID-19
lockdown'.
CPJ called on the Nigerian authorities to thoroughly
investigate the attack on journalist Sikiru
Obarayese and hold those responsible to account.
On August 3, at least four police oﬃcers slapped,
kicked, and used their batons to beat Obarayese, a
correspondent for the privately owned Daily Post
newspaper, while he was reporting on oﬃcers'
enforcement of COVID-19 restrictions in Old
Garage, a suburb of the western Osun State's capital
Oshogbo, according to the journalist, who spoke
with CPJ via phone and messaging app, and a
reportby the Daily Post.
Obarayese told CPJ that police questioned him after
he photographed oﬃcers beating people who had
allegedly violated the state's requirement to wear
face masks, and said that Adebayo Adeleke, a local
state commissioner who was at the scene, ordered
the oﬃcers to attack him.
The attack left Obarayese with injuries on his
elbow, a scratch on his right leg, and pains in his
knees, according to the Daily Post and Obarayese.
He received an x-ray on his knee following the
attack, but told CPJ that the injury was not serious.
“The attack by police on journalist Sikiru
Obarayese is an alarming reminder of the Nigerian
police's willingness to target the press for doing
their jobs,” said Angela Quintal, CPJ's Africa
program coordinator, in New York. “Journalists
must be free to report on how authorities enforce
COVID-19 response measures, and those
responsible for violence against the public and the
media must be held accountable.”

Obarayese told CPJ that the Osun state chief press
secretary, Ismail Omipidan, called and apologized for
the attack, and gave him 50,000 naira ($129) to cover
his medical bills.
In a phone call with CPJ, Adeleke denied ordering any
attack on Obarayese. Adeleke also published an ar cle
on the privately owned news website News Indicator,
disputing Obarayese's account of the incident, and
denying that police had attacked the journalist at all.
CPJ's calls to Omipidan went unanswered.
When CPJ called the Osun state police command for
comment, spokesperson Opalola Yemisi Olawoyin
said she was not aware of the incident, but would
follow up with those involved.

RULAAC interventions in
Imo State
CALL FOR AUDIT: TIME
TO SANITIZE IMO STATE
POLICE COMMAND
Worried by several cases and complaints received of
abuse in Imo State, (RULAAC) wrote to the
Commissioner of Police, Imo State Police Command,
Isaac Akinmoyede, requesting him to immediately
investigate the killing of a commercial motorcyclist in
Orlu, and also conduct an audit of personnel in the
command in order to identify and ﬂush out corrupt
oﬃcers that give the command a bad name.
RULAAC and other human rights advocacy groups
intervened in a number of cases from the outbreak of
Covid-19 pandemic which prompted the Inspector
General of Police (IGP) to issue directives to police
oﬃcers to respect the human rights of citizens, to
restrict arrests and detention based on the gravity of
oﬀences. These directives aimed at decongesting the
cells and minimizing visits to police stations as part of
the social distancing protective measures to combat
the spread of the pandemic. The IGP reiterated this
call at the launch of the reviewed Force Order 237

which regulates the use of force and ﬁrearms by
police oﬃcers. We noted that oﬃcers under the Imo
State Police Command hardly followed these
directives.
RULAAC found that many police oﬃcers - of all
ranks - under the Imo State command were
exploiting the call to enforce COVID-19
containment measures to prey on residents by
tormenting, harassing and extorting money through
intimidation, threat and brutal force. Several eyewitness reports revealed that this was the context in
which the commercial motorcyclist was brutally
killed in Orlu.
Some of the unlawful activities perpetrated by
police oﬃcers under the Imo State command in the
pretense of enforcing lockdown, included the
following incidents:
1). On Monday, April 20, 2020, Action Group Legal
Helpline, a group of CSO groups (of which
RULAAC is a member) working collectively to
provide legal support and assistance to victims of
abuse by law enforcement agencies involved in the
enforcement of the lockdown across states in
Nigeria received information concerning the arrest
of one Mr. Benjamin Ibezim.
Mr. Ibezim was arrested when he stepped out the
previous night to look for a vehicle to take his
pregnant wife to the Federal Medical Center (FMC)
Owerri. He was detained at the State CID, Owerri.
The group received the information later the next
day and put phone calls across to the Commissioner
of Police, Imo State Police Command and the
Police Public Relations Oﬃcer (PRO), SP Ikeokwu
Godson Orlando seeking the release of Mr. Ibezim.
However, in the process of investigating the group's
complaints concerning the arrest and detention of
Mr. Ibezim, the oﬃcer assigned by the CP to
investigate discovered that there were 5 other
persons together with Mr. Ibezim in the cell arrested
under similar circumstances. We made eﬀorts to get
them released as well.
The Police PRO went there personally and passed
the CP's directive to the oﬃcers to release them all.

As soon as the PRO left, they released only Mr.
Ibezim, but asked the remaining persons to pay ﬁfty
thousand Naira (N50,000.00) each. We were
informed that some even negotiated ﬁfteen thousand
Naira (N15,000.00) but the oﬃcers refused. The 5
others remained in detention for more days in
violation of both the IGP's directives and their
constitutional rights.
This case is only illustrative of what became the norm
rather than the exception in Imo State Police
Headquarters and other stations under the command.
2). On April 23, 2020 RULAAC also received
information about one Dennis Onyeka, an over 70year-old man from Umuowa, Ngor Okpala LGA, Imo
State who was served a letter of invitation by some
Police Oﬃcers from the SIB Imo State Police
Command, Owerri, directing him to report at the
station that same morning. The letter did not indicate
any police oﬃcer's name except phone numbers:
07062070401 and 07039700743.
An oﬃcer who did not disclose his name started
calling him and threatening him with arrest if he did
not report at the station over what his lawyer later
informed us was 'a trivial family dispute between him
and his brother's wife.' The old man said there has
been a lingering family dispute between him and his
late brother's wife and that his said late brother's wife
uses her brother who works in an oil company and
moves about with Police Mobile escorts to constantly
harass him. They simply wanted to get him detained
again.
RULAAC brought this matter to the attention of the
Imo State PPRO and drew his attention to the IGP's
directive restricting invitation or arrest to minor
oﬀences during the pandemic.
Moreover, there was a curfew in Imo State at the time
which attracted penalties for breach. The distance
between Ngor Okpala and the State Police
Headquarters is quite far.
SP Ikeokwu Orlando, the PPRO Imo in his response
said: 'Please let him go to the said oﬃce, if they are on
illegal duty they won't invite him to the oﬃce, they
wont even drop invitation letter, so there nothing bad
in him reporting to the State Intelligence Bureau with

the said letter'.
RULAAC then called the two numbers in the
invitation and spoke with two oﬃcers (who didn't
disclose their names) including one who said he's
the head of the unit. We inquired why they were
inviting the old man from such a distance during this
period of restriction of movement over a land
dispute. His answer was that the IGP can give
directives in Abuja but they are exercising their
discretion as oﬃcers. I asked if he was saying that he
was not complying with the IGP's directives. He said
his CP directed them to invite the parties.
We could not conﬁrm if the CP truly gave that
directive but they eventually arrested the old man in
the early hours of the next morning. His lawyer
informed us that they made him pay bribe before he
was released late at night.
3). We also found that some Police Oﬃcers under
the command had perfected a subterfuge by which
they dabble into land or other civil matters. The
usual stratagem is to frame false allegations of
'threat to life and conduct likely to cause breach of
peace' against one party and when they arrest the
accused person, they detain and intimidate him/her,
sometimes subjecting the person to torture in a bid to
force him/her to give up his/her claims over the
actual matter in dispute - usually land.
If such victims have no senior police oﬃcer or other
persons to intervene for them on time, they may end
up being forced to write statement/undertakings not
to make any further claims to what may actually
belong to them and then they are further asked to pay
huge sums of money to 'bail themselves'.
This is a common odious and criminal practice by
which some Police oﬃcers dabble into civil matters
and pervert justice for their selﬁsh monetary gain.
Again, when RULAAC contacted SP Ikeokwu
Orlando, PPRO on a particular case, his response
was: 'Good morning, please it's not the fault of the
POLICE, Blame the person who complained. Every
allegation is subject to investigation. If u have a land
in dispute and a party go to the POLICE and report
kidnapping What should the POLICE do? Tell him
go to home so dat dey ﬁnd out the truth before

acting?????. It must be investigated and during the
investigation it is discovered its land, it will be
refused civil...'
4). Again, on July 22, 2020 RULAAC received
information that one Mr. Ezechi Oloko who hails
from Amakohia in Ihitte Uboma, Imo State was
allegedly assaulted by one Uche Nwokorie of the
same community. The photo of the victim showing
the degree of injury which included a severed ﬁnger
was attached.
A report of this assault had been lodged at the local
police division Ihitte Uboma Division and the
assailant was arrested while the victim remained in
hospital for treatment of the injury on his eye and the
severed ﬁnger from the assault.
The assailant is said to have a notorious criminal
record in the community, emboldened by the fact that
his brother is a police oﬃcer at the police
headquarters Owerri.
The assailant's policeman-brother (with phone
number 07030412300) came from Owerri with
another police oﬃcer, Sergeant Asuquo (with phone
number 07031292788) and dropped a police
invitation for the victim's father asking him to report
to the O/C D18 or Sgnt Asuquo on June 23, 2020 for
'Defamation of character and conduct'.
Inquiries from Ihitte Uboma Police Division revealed
that the assailant's police brother and Sgt Asuquo who
came from the state command headquarters Owerri
did not make any entry at the local division when they
arrived.
It turned out that the assailant's Police brother wanted
to use his police powers to intimidate the family of the
victim and to protect his brother from being
investigated at the local police station and prosecuted
for his crime of assault occasioning grievous harm.
In the ﬁrst place, defamation which they alleged in
the letter of invitation is not a crime, but a "tort" (a
civil wrong, rather than a criminal wrong). The
inclusion of conduct was just a ruse.
RULAAC contacted the DC CID, Owerri and the
PPRO and requested them to intervene.

RULAAC inquired why the OC D18, State CID
Imo State Police Command would require Mr.
Godfrey Oloko to travel all the way from Ihitte
Uboma to distant Owerri over a phantom allegation
of 'defamation of character and Conduct' as he
stated in the letter of invitation?
Meanwhile, Ihitte Uboma Division had already
investigated and charged the matter to court.
In his response, Ikeokwu Orlando PPRO Imo said:
'Yes there is a directive from the IG on that (that
arrests should be minimized to serious oﬀences),
but the directive says "minimize" and not "stop",
kindly allow the man to go and heed to the invitation
please. He added that 'the person who wrote the
petition said he had no conﬁdence in the police
there, it is his right'. He concluded: 'The SCID is
headed by a DCP and an ACP, so even if a police
man is interested in the matter he may not be able to
inﬂuence the DC and AC'.

RULAAC CALLS FOR ACTION
While it is imperative that the CP Imo State ensures
a prompt, impartial and eﬀective investigation into
the tragedy at the Banana Junction in Orlu town of

Imo State on Tuesday where a police inspector shot
dead a 27-year-old man for not wearing a face mask,
the CP must also bear in mind that the climate of
impunity that allowed that killing to happen must be
addressed. Such reckless and unprofessional actions
are motivated by corruption and facilitated by
impunity. Impunity must be addressed.
The CP Imo State needs to urgently carry out an audit
of police oﬃcers of all levels in the command,
identify those who have predilection for corruption
and abuse and who have been subject of numerous
complaints of abuse, including senior oﬃcers who
condone or justify corruption, abuse and misconduct.
The CP must ensure that such oﬃcers who dent the
reputation of the NPF are identiﬁed, isolated and
appropriately dealt with in accordance with police
regulations and Nigeria law.
We look forward to a sincere engagement with you
towards improving citizen perception of the Imo
State Police Command under your leadership.

From Covid-19 to #ENDSARS

The lockdown was being gradually eased as at the time the peaceful #EndSARS protests commenced in
October and spread across the country, and lasted nearly 3 weeks before it was violently crushed with state
violence. The protest took attention away from Covid-19. The immediate trigger for the protest were two
cases of extrajudicial killings in Delta State and Rivers State? in late September. Protesters in many states
deﬁed Covid-19 protocols raising fears about a likely new wave of infections which could lead to another
lockdown

F-SARS

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, police harassment
was already widespread in Nigeria. SARS was the
main focus of concern. Part of the initial reforms to
tame the excesses of SARS and to assuage public
outcry was to rename it by simply adding 'Federal' to
its name thus changing the nomenclature from
SARS to F-SARS. The Federal Special AntiRobbery Squad (F-SARS) had become infamous for
allegations of abduction, extortion, rape, unlawful
killings and torture. The death of Hamilton
Osahenhen Obazee who was arrested and allegedly
tortured to death by F-SARS oﬃcers in Edo state in
March, triggered several demonstrations to demand
the closure of the controversial police unit.
F-SARS personnel delved into Covid-19
enforcement, arresting and extorting huge sums of
money from people they accused of violating

COVID-19 lockdown or prevention measures.
They often arrested people for not wearing face
masks and demanded bribe to release them. They
often took their victims to ATM points and forced
them to withdraw money and hand over to them.
In Rivers State, the surge in cases of police abuse
was linked to the controversial executive orders
issued by the Rivers State governor, Nyesom Wike,
which empowered police oﬃcers to arrest people
contravening COVID-19 guidelines. The
controversial Executive Order gave the police in
Rivers State the impetus to recklessly violate human
rights. Many people were arrested and detained for
several days based on the Executive Orders. It was
based on this Executive Order that police oﬃcers on
a checkpoint abducted a woman in a commercial
vehicle for not wearing a face mask and took her to a
hotel and raped her

Peaceful EndSARS protests
and how Government
sponsored hoodlums to
inﬁltrate and disrupt the

protests

The #EndSARS protesters remained peaceful in
spite of provocative attacks on them by
government-sponsored hoodlums who attempted to
inﬁltrate and disrupt the peaceful protests. The
hoodlums attacked the protesters but they remained
peaceful, resolute and focused on their demands to
end police brutality. There were videos showing
oﬃcial government vehicles conveying some of the
hoodlums to venues of the protests. When this tactic
failed, government resorted to deploying the
military to shoot at the peaceful unarmed protesters.

The young protesters remained peaceful, waving
the national ﬂag and singing the national anthem
and calling out their demands '#EndSARS!
#EndPoliceBrutality!! #EndBadGovernance!!!',
up to that moment on October 20 when government
deployed the military which opened ﬁre at them at
Lekki Toll Gate.
This terror attack sparked instant violent uprising
by hoodlums who seized the space created by the
state violence. Violence spread quickly across the
country and hoodlums had a ﬁeld day wreaking
havoc, vandalizing, looting, carrying out acts of
arson and killings, targeting police stations and
police oﬃcers. Many police stations were
vandalized and burnt down while many police
oﬃcers were attacked and killed. The impoverished
and hungry masses who were denied palliatives
donated by CACOVID and meant to cushion the
impact of Covid-19 and the lockdown also seized
the opportunity to break into warehouses to liberate
the palliatives which State Governors decided to

hoard in warehouses.
Government dismissed videos of the attack on
protesters as 'fake news'. The military initially
denied ever going to the scene of the attack but later
changed its statement admitting that it deployed its
personnel but said they did not use live bullets.
Although the Lagos State Governor initially said the
deployment of the military to Lekki Toll Gate was
beyond him, the army later said they intervened on
the invitation of the Lagos State Governor. In the
midst of these contradictions, it becomes diﬃcult for
the state to extricate itself from responsibility for the
terror attack on unarmed citizens who were
peacefully demanding an end to police brutality.
Ironically, the same protesters who were demanding
an end to police brutality were crushed with state
sponsored brutality.

Judicial Panels of
Inquiry and

government's

insincerity

In an apparent bid to pacify Nigerians, and to fulﬁl its promises to meet the demands of the EndSARS
protesters, the federal government and state governors reached an agreement to set up judicial panels of inquiry
in every state to look into complaints of Police brutality and SARS atrocities in particular. Youth
representatives were included in the state panels. Government also called for dialogue and an end to violence in
the aftermath of the Lekki Toll Gate shooting.
But no sooner had the panels of inquiry started sitting across the states did the same government which postured
as disposed to dialogue begin a crackdown on the organizers of EndSARS arresting and seizing travel
passports and preventing EndSARS promoters from travelling out of thr country; freezing bank accounts,
arresting, detaining and arraigning people on frivolous charges, sponsoring mercenary litigants to ﬁle frivolous
actions in court against the organisers or promoters of EndSARS while also engaging 'public opinion and
propaganda experts and consultants' to appear on television to push dubious pro-government narratives in
order to manipulate public opinion in the favour of government.

Attacks on the
Police condemnable
but lessons must be
learnt

T

he targeted attacks on police oﬃcers and
burning of police stations were unnecessary,
unfortunate and condemnable. It must also be
pointed out that what happened was the venting of
public anger bottled up over many years over
incessant police killings and failure by the authorities
to bring perpetrators to account and justice accorded
to the numerous aggrieved victims. Countless
citizens have been killed by the police, countless
number harassed, tortured, and extorted of huge
sums of money by armed security personnel. This
created public resentment, frustration and anger
which was only waiting for time and the slightest
opportunity to be expressed, as we saw it.
The targeting of, and attacks on, Police stations and
Police Oﬃcers by those who seized the space from
the peaceful #EndSARS protesters are condemnable.
Tarring all police oﬃcers with the same brush is rash
and wrong. It is certainly not every police man or
woman that has killed or endorsed police killing. But
successive police leaderships and police oversight
agencies and ultimately, the President who is the
operational head of the Nigeria police are all to blame
for the perennial neglect and the rot that have made
police oﬃcers prone to corruption, violence and
abuse.

Setting the
record
straight
But the record must be set right and the point made clearly that those who carried out those senseless attacks
were diﬀerent from the #EndSARS protesters who remained peaceful even in the face of provocative attacks
on them by hoodlums recruited, transported in oﬃcial government vehicles and unleashed to disperse them.
The EndSARS protesters remained resolute and peaceful until the government resorted to the desperate and
vicious tactic of deploying the military to open ﬁre on them.

It was this brutal, cowardly attack that provided the
spark and space seized upon by "hoodlums' to
unleash violence, vandalism, looting and arson that
spread across the country in which Police stations
and oﬃcers were unnecessarily targeted. These
hoodlums are products of bad governance. Part of the
demands of the EndSARS protests was 'end bad
governance'. Ultimately, government takes full
responsibility.
Bad as this development was, it also further exposed
the callousness, insensitivity, selﬁshness and greed
of most of our state governors and other public oﬃce
holders who hoarded palliatives donated and given to
them by CACOVID to distribute to the poor and
vulnerable whose deprivations and misery were
deepened by the pandemic and the concomitant
lockdown. Government's failure to provide
palliatives to cushion the impact of Covid-19
pandemic and lockdown which led to loss of
livelihood by the masses made compliance with
lockdown diﬃcult and led to surge in neighborhood
crimes. Those who felt the worse impact were the
very poor and vulnerable population who survive
with their families on their daily income. The citizens
bore the brunt of deprivation and hunger, and of
neglect by an insensitive government. They became
at once victims of crime and of predatory and
ineﬀective law enforcement that robbed and
worsened their conditions. While citizens were
expected to be law abiding and to comply with the sit
at home directives, government failed to make
provisions to cushion the hardships that were
pushing the people to violate lockdown measures and
to commit crime.
Although government claimed to have successfully
distributed billions of money in few days, but when it
came to palliatives, they were stored in warehouses
for months. "Palliatives", like most things, appeared
to have just been another opportunity to bring money
out of the treasury and steal.
Some have blamed government's failure to deliver
palliatives measures on public bureaucracy and
corruption, undermining and questioning the
genuineness of government intentions in the design
of the palliatives.

EndSARS protesters,
diﬀerent from the
'hoodlums' that wreaked havoc
The distinction must be made between the peaceful EndSARS protests and the subsequent violence that
broke out after government violently quelled and dispersed the peaceful #EndSARS protests.
The Police have since this event refused to go back to their posts and refused to respond to crime situations in
most cases. They have however responded to further peaceful protests by brutalising, arresting and charging
peaceful protesters, in clear exhibition of vengefullness. They have also carried out raids and arrested
anybody in sight accusing them of either being involved in the violence or stealing of the hoarded palliatives.
Just as the governors who embezzled bail-out funds they were given to pay workers' salaries were not made to
account for the funds, the governors have also not been asked to account for the palliatives they were given to
share among their poor and suﬀering citizens, but they unconscionably chose to hoard them.
The attacks and destruction of public infrastructure, including police stations were senseless. Pubic funds
would still be used to replace or repair them. It also opens another window of corrupt self-enrichment for
governors who will now award inﬂated contracts which will beneﬁt them and their cronies.
Police oﬃcers must return to their posts. Damaged Police stations must be repaired. Stolen arms and
ammunition must be recovered and replaced. Police must be adequately resourced and equipped if they are to
be eﬃcient. They must be trained and retrained if they are to be professional. Police welfare must be
comprehensively addressed to boost morale and disincentivise corruption

Police is a higher calling and requires higher standards of behaviour. Police oﬃcers must not act with
vengeance towards the people they are charged to serve and protect. The Police Act requires Nigeria police
oﬃcers to develop the following attributes: (a) Eﬃciency and thoroughness through meticulous attention to
details in the performance of his duties; (b) Courtesy, forbearance and helpfulness in his dealings with
members of the public; (c) Tact, patience and tolerance, and the control of his temper in trying situations; (d)
Integrity in refusing to allow religious, racial, political or personal feelings or other considerations to
inﬂuence him in the exercise of his duties; (e) Impartiality, the avoidance of feelings of vindictiveness
towards oﬀenders; (f) Strict truthfulness in his handling of investigations and in the giving of evidence
The police need the people and the people need them. They must work in partnership to deliver community
safety and security. The People have a right to demand higher standards of performance and conduct by the
police. The police also have the right to demand better conditions of service. The people can also become
advocates of improvement of police working conditions.
Government must take responsibility and be sincere in dealing with the people. Government clampdown on
the people after it has asked the people to embrace dialogue is an act of bad faith. It is treacherous and
senseless. Government must rather seek ways to rebuild conﬁdence and trust, and gain legitimacy.
With the ongoing government clampdown, not much seems to have changed after #EndSARS. The lessons
seem to have been lost on government and its agents. There have been new reports of police killings.
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